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Solidarity 


AU2004114295 Paris AFP in English 1135 GMT 20 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, April) 20 (AFP)—The 
1S-member European Union Thursday strongly con- 
demned as a “terrorist act” a car bomb attack that has 
left at least 36 people dead and 200 others missing in the 
U.S. city of Oklahoma City. 


A statement issued in France, which currently holds the 
EU's rotating president, the Union said it was “deeply 
affected by the particularly hideous attack committed 
yesterday (Wednesday) in Oklahoma City.” 


The European Union “expresses its solidarity in this 
ordeal with the United States and especially with all 
affected families,” the statement said. 


Caller Claims Responsibility 
BR2004090095 Brussels RTL-TVI Television Network 
in French 1700 GMT 19 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] 
{Announcer Frederique Ries} At present all elements of 
the inquiry confirm the hypothesis of an attack. More- 
over in the United States the explosion was claimed by 
an Islamist organization. The editorial office of RTL- 
TVI also received a phone call. The caller, who said he 
was called Mohammed Ali, claimed the attack on behaif 
of an organization named “La Nation Islamique” [The 
Islamic Nation]. He also said that this attack would not 
be the only one. Obviously this call has to be treated with 
the utmost caution. [passage omitted] 


Comment on New York Nonprolifcration 
Conference 


Expert Views Successes, Future 


AU 1804143595 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in 
German 0400 GMT 18 Apr 95 


[Interview with Harald Mueller, expert on the nonpro- 
liferation of nuclear weapons at the Foundation for 
Peace and Conflict Research in Hesse and member of the 
German delegation to the New York conference dis- 
cussing the extension of the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty, by Vera Szoelloesi; place and date not given— 
recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Szoelloesi] Over 170 states will 
convene in New York until 12 May and discuss the 
extension of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
[NPT]. The question is whether the treaty, which was 
adopted in 1970 and will expire at the end of the year, 
will be extended and, above ail, until what date, whether 
there will be a certain time limit or not. I asked Harald 
Mueller, an expert on the nonproliferation of nuclear 
weapons at the Foundation for Peace and Conflict 
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Research in Hesse and member of the German delega- 
tion to the New York conference, why this question is so 
important. 


[Mueller] The NPT is a major element of the world 
order, and it is the basis for a successful nuclear disar- 
mament. Without the unlimited extension of this treaty, 
there will be no end to nuclear tests and no end to the 
production of weapons-grade plutonium and uranium. 
Without this treaty, there will be no lasting pacification 
of the Near and Middle East. Without it, there will be no 
lasting world peaice. 


[Szoelloesi] You mentioned the Middle East. The Arab 
States, including Egypt and Syria, have declared in 
advance that they can only agree to an extension if Israel 
finally joins the NPT. Israel, however, has rejected that 
so far. Do you see a possibility for a compromise? 


[Mueller] One should take everything with a pinch of 
salt. The tone of the Arab states has become much milder 
since last fall when Egypt adopted a tough attitude for 
the first time. The Egyptian president has now declared 
that he will naturally not withdraw from this treaty and 
will accept a decision on its extension even though he 
does not support it. Also, Israel is quite aware that a 
nuclear monopoly cannot last forever. On the other 
hand, peace is not stable enough for Israel to put its 
nuclear weapons on the table and to renounce them. I 
assume that negotiations will start in the Middle East in 
the next one or two years on a zone free of weapons of 
mass destruction, that these talks will last for a longtime, 
and that Israel will be ready to disarm its nuclear arsenal 
at a certain point after the turn of the century. 


[Szoelloesi] If I am correctly informed, Israel has never 
joined the current NPT. Yet it is believed to possess the 
atomic bomb. The same applies to India and Pakistan. 
Does this mean that the NPT has not been successful at 
all or only to a limited extent? 


[Mueller] Negotiations were based on the assumption 
that there would be 30 or 40 nuclear states in the world. 
Now there are five official and three unofficial nuclear 
countries, which means that instead of 40 we have eight. 
I consider this an enormous success of the treaty. You 
must not forget that, in human history, states have 
always strived for the strongest and most powerful 
weapons of their era once they were in a position to 
obtain them. As far as nuclear weapons are concerned, 
this is not the case. Over 170 states have renounced such 
weapons. I consider this an incredible achievement of 
this treaty and of the diplomatic efforts linked with it 
Thus, one cannot speak of a failure. We do not speak of 
a failure of the penal code either in view of the fact that 
people steal occasionally. 


[Szoelloesi] Another aspect of the treaty adopted in 1970 
is that the nuclear states themselves committed them- 
selves to nuclear disarmament, also vis-a-vis the coun- 
tries that do not possess the atomic bomb. Has this 
aspect been realized to some extent at least? 
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[Mueller] Certainly not. In fact, we have made consider- 
able and unexpected progress in nuclear disarmament, 
but this was the result of the end of the East-West 
conflict and not of the existence of the treaty. This 
aspect, Article 6—the disarmament article—of the 
treaty, is certainly the area where the NPT has been least 
successful. 


[Szoelloesi] The UN Security Council adopted a resolu- 
tion about one week ago under which the NPT countries 
were promised support in the event of a nuclear attack. 
Does this mean that the world community will really 
provide military assistance to such countries in the event 
of need? 


[Mueller] Please ask me this question if such a case 
actually occurs. The resolution is certainly a good and 
useful step. It is a declaration of intent. Whether this 
declaration of intent will be implemented in the event of 
a crisis is a different matter. Everybody is familiar with 
the decision procedures of the Security Council. The five 
permanent members have the right of veto. It might 
happen that one member vetoes a decision in this 
situation. Thus, the resolution is a symbolic step by the 
Security Council whose practical significance cannot be 
assessed at this point. 


[Szoelloesi] That means that smaller countries, nonnu- 
clear powers, cannot rely on such promises because 
history has repeatedly shown that, even if major powers 
promise protection, nothing happens if it does not suit 
them in a certain situation. 


[Mueller] This risk certainly exists. On the other hand, 
one must take into consideration that fundamental 
changes in the world’s power relations would result if a 
country succeeded in extending its territory with a 
nuclear threat, if it simply swallowed another state. This 
would fundamentally threaten and change the power 
position of all major powers, including the nuclear states. 
For this reason, I think that the situation is somewhat 
different here from let us say in Bosnia or Somalia where 
the fundamental interests of the major powers were not 
affected. 


[Szoelloesi] If you look at other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, including biological and chemical weapons, what 
significance will the NPT have in the future in this 
respect” 

[Mueller] The NPT was the first attempt to solve the 
problem of weapons of mass destruction. The conven- 
tion on biological weapons and the convention on chem- 
ical weapons followed, partly learning from the gaps and 
weaknesses of the NPT. This applies particularly to the 
recent convention on chemical weapons. Thus, the three 
belong together. Basically, they form a joint political 
program designed to prevent the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction and to abolish them. Today 
one can say that the NPT appears somewhat outdated in 
two respects: First, it differentiates between nuclear and 
nonnuciear states. The two other conventions do not 
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include any discriminations. Second, verification efforts 
are more far-reaching in the convention on chemical 
weapons than in the NPT. The Vienna-based Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency is trying to ensure 
improvements outside the treaty that are similar to the 
convention on chemical weapons. 


[Szoelloesi] What opportunities do you envisage for the 
negotiations in New York, which will last unti] 12 May? 
Will the NPT be extended? 


[Mueller] Well, I am convinced that it will be extended. 
I expect an extension because the overwhelming 
majority of the states, including Third World countries, 
are interested in the continued existence of the treaty. All 
States that are critical of some parts of the treaty also 
stressed that. Another question is whether we will suc- 
ceed in obtaining a clear majority that supports an 
unlimited extension—an extension without a time limit 
after which the treaty would expire. A great number of 
States, maybe even a majority, have spoken in favor of an 
unlimited extension so far. Thus, chances are good. 


Nuclear Countries’ ‘Arrogance’ 
AU 1804192695 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 18 Apr 95 p 7 


[Commentary by Ewald Stein: “Arrogance”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Immediately before the -in- 
ning of the conference on the examination of the Nuvsear 
Nonproliferation Treaty [NPT], which started at the UN 
headquarters in New York yesterday, the official nuclear 
powers pleaded in favor of an unlimited extension. This 
attitude is logical from their viewpoint: On the one hand, 
like many other democratically ruled states, they are 
afraid that resistance against nuclear temptation might 
begin to crumble particularly in Third World states. On 
the other, the big five do not want to renounce the 
privilege of possessing nuclear weapons granted to them 
by the NPT. 


Yet the fact that it is the insistence on this special 
position that made the NPT appear dubious as early as 
when it was adopted 25 years ago is intentionally being 
ignored. It is the arrogance of those who nuclear 
weapons that will make the desired extension difficult in 
the next four weeks. The guarantee that was hastily 
formulated by the nuclear states and confirmed by the 
UN Security Council that all nonnuclear countries that 
accept the NPT in its current form will be granted 
protection in the event of nuclear attacks sounds like 
mockery and hypocrisy. 


India, for example, the country with the second-largest 
population on the globe, will hardly be impressed by 
that. It will not sign the treaty and renounce its nuclear 
weapons program until all other countries are willing to 
do so. The fact that this induces other countries like 
Pakistan to adopt similar positions cannot be blamed on 
New Delhi alone. The list can be continued if one takes 
a look at the Middle East. 
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The nuclear powers should not be surprised about justi- 
fied public criticism in New York. iu fact, they not only 
defend their exclusive right of ownership with their teeth 
and claws. They also violate the obligation stipulated in 
the treaty to examine their nuclear arsenals comprehen- 
sively with the aim of completely destroying them. The 
disarmament initiatives START I and START II or the 
elimination of medium-range missiles can hardly be used 
as alibis. Overkill capacities still exist like in the tough 
era of the Cold War. Even a binding halt to nuclear tests, 
that is an end to the search for modern nuclear weapons 
of mass destruction, appears only as an extremely vague 
promise on the horizon. 


Thus, the possible extension of the NPT in New York 
will only be a partial result that ensures the continuation 
of the status quo. Talk about success is only justified if 
the participants gain the insight that the military poten- 
tials of countries and blocs, including nuclear potentials, 
are no longer significant. Today the balance of power is 
determined by economic factors. 


NPT Works 


AU1804194695 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 18 Apr 95 p 4 


[Commentary by Josef Joffe: “Banned to the End of 
Time”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Fifty years ago the first two— and 
only— nuclear bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. The pledge by 170 states to prevent the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons has been valid for 25 
years now. On Easter Monday negotiations started in 
New York on extending the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
[NPT] to the end of time: Those who have the bomb 
should not pass it on; those who do not should not aim at 
having it. It is true that nobody can force the nuclear 
genie back into the bottle. But the world must try to keep 
the number of nuclear powers as small as possible. 


Judged by these standards the NPT has worked quite 
well. Since 1970 no single country has applied for official 
membership in the nuclear club; the group only consists 
of the founder members the United States, Russia, 
England, France, and China. Only three states have put 
a foot across the threshold: Israel, India, and Pakistan. 
But all of them, although alleged to possess dozens of 
bombs, have observed the taboo by not decorating 
themselves openly with the nuclear epaulets. 


What has been even more important is the shrinking 
effect. Sweden has stopped its arms program, and so 
have Argentina, Brazil, South Korea, and Taiwan. South 
Africa even dismantied a small secret arsenal before 
joining the NPT in 1991. Yet these moves have only 
shifted the problem. Today it is the countries whose 
bombs are rightly feared the most which are standing 
right in front of the threshold: Iraq, Iran, North Korea, 
and—at some distance~-- Libya and Syria. 
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None of them are reputable members of the interna- 
tional community —to put it mildly—but they have all 
signed the NPT. Or putting it more brutally: Iraq and 
North Korea have been able to advance their arms 
programs in full view of the UN's International Atomic 
Energy Agency up to a point where it would only take 
them another one or two years to have the bomb. And: It 
was not the inspectors from Vienna who exposed 
Saddam Husayn’s bomb program, but the armies of the 
Gulf War coalition. North Korea continues to be a joker. 
Although the United States has offered a generous 
bribe — modern nuclear power plants for renouncing the 
bomb— Pyongyang wants to wreck the deal once again. 


Conclusion: Anyone who really wants to have the bomb 
can get it somehow— especially if they can spend the 
necessary billions of dollars (as Iraq used to and Iran 
does now). Even some poorer countries, such as Pakistan 
(not a signatory), have made it, partly with the open help 
of China. That means that the NPT does not work in the 
very regions where it would be most urgently needed. 
For nobody can want to see the bomb in the hands of 
Saddam Hvusayn or someone emulating him. 


The argument by several Third World countries that the 
nonproliferation system is discriminatory is grasping at 
thin air. With the most terrific of weapons it cannot be 
about equal rights for everybody, but only about more 
security for everybody. Nor is it about securing the 
privileges of some while taking them from others, the 
have-nots. The agreement is based on the sober realiza- 
tion that five nuclear powers existed in 1970, but for the 
benefit of all their number must not go up. Apart from 
that, none of the signatories was forced to sign at 
gunpoint. The entire system is based on voluntary par- 
ticipation. And those who sign will be assisted with the 
civilian use of nuclear energy. 


The argument that the five nuclear powers have dodged 
their obligations is somewhat more valid: the obligation 
to nuclear disarmament laid down under Article 4. In 
fact, they increased their nuclear arsenals quite strongly 
until the end of the 1980's. But since then a major 
dismantling has been going on, at least in the United 
States and Russia, where some 2,000 warheads each are 
scrapped every year. By the end of the decade some 
two-thirds of the old strategic arsenals will have disap- 
peared. 


But the core of the problem is elsewhere. The main task 
of the New York conference over the next four weeks will 
be to close obvious holes in the NPT fence. The example 
of Iraq must not be repeated, where regular inspections 
took place at the top, while the work on the bomb 
continued underground. Tehran has also given the 
inspectors carte blanche. But Western intelligence ser- 
vices have long noticed that Iran is buying weapons- 
grade material in the world market. 


That means that the Vienna-based control agency needs 
more than just 200 inspectors. Random inspections must 
be stepped up, the surveillance instruments equipped 
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with state-of-the-art technology. But that is not enough. 
Those undermining the NPT are becoming increasingly 
clever. And that is why the intelligence services must 
follow suit to recognize at an early stage who is trying to 
take a course toward the bomb. That also means a 
challenge for the German services: Germany is both a 
rather open market and a popular supplier of high 
technologies. But what will be decisive is the cooperation 
among the five nuclear powers. The biggest hole in the 
fence is China, which has so far sold nuclear and missile 
technology to almost anyone, including North Korea. 
Unless the five great powers come to an agreement, the 
NPT will remain full of holes, even if it is extended to the 
end of time. 


Recent Nucicar Thefts 


AU2004104395 Hamburg STERN in German 20 Apr 95 
pp 216-219 


[Report by Mario R. Dederichs: “Four Kilos of Uranium 
in the Rucksack”) 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The thing was easier than 
imagined. Lieutenant Colonel Aleksey Tikhomirov 
simply climbed through a hole in the fence and crept to 
an unguarded warehouse on the base of the Russian 
Arctic Sea Fleet in Murmansk. With a crowbar he broke 
the lock of the depot. There he saw several metal 
containers, forced one open, and picked out three fuel 
rods from nuclear submarine reactors, which contain 20 
percent uranium. He disappeared unnoticed, just as he 
had come—with 4 kg of uranium in the rucksack. 


The uranium theft of Murmansk shows how easy it is to 
get fissionable material. In the eyes of Tony Lake, the 
U.S. President's adviser, the increase in nuclear crime is 
the ‘biggest danger” of our age: “‘Now states and terror- 
ists can become nuclear powers without expensive devel- 
opment programs.” 


Since last Monday [17 April] delegates from 176 states, 
which have signed the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
[NPT], have been trying to get a grip on the situation. 
The UN conference in New York is to find a follow-up 
regulation for the NPT, which has tried to protect the 
world against nuclear proliferation for 25 years. 


Despite the treaty, many prohibited ways to the nuclear 
bomb have opened up very recently. In the former Soviet 
Union fears are mounting that many of the 2,000 badly 
paid experts who have the know-how to buiid nuclear 
weapons could start to work for nuclear threshold coun- 
tries. 


Western experts, like Britain's William Walker, also 
know how “terribly sloppy” the Russians are about 
dealing not only with their fuel rods but with their entire 
potential of about 1,500 metric tons of highly enriched 
uranium and even with plutonium. 


In Tikhomirov's case worse things were prevented only 
because his brother Dmitciy, completely intoxicated 
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with vodka, boasted that he had got a garage full of 
uranium. Material with a black market value of 600,000 
marks was impounded, Tikhomirov was arrested, and 
recently sentenced to three years in a prison camp. 
Nowadays the depot in Murmansk is guarded better. 


Last December weapons-grade uranium 235 (87.7 per- 
cent enriched) turned up in Prague, for instance. There 
police arrested a Czech nuclear physicist, a Russian, and 
a Belarusian, who transported 3 kg of radioactive mate- 
rial on the back seat of their car, which probably came 
from Russian submarine fuel rods. It was the largest 
amount of highly enrichod uranium seized aboard since 
the collapse of the USSR. However, as always, Moscow 
denied any connection and refused to help in clearing the 
matter up. 


In 1994 German police impounded sm uggied plutonium 
in Tengen (Baden-Wuerttemberg) and at the airport in 
Munich. Even though the second deal might have been 
initiated by the Federal Intelligence Service (BND), 
experts like Walker are still alarmed about how big the 
leaks in the Russian nuclear arsenal are: “The Russians 
are simply unable to do an inventory list. Hundreds of 
metric tons of fissionable material are missing. It is not 
that everything has been stolen—they simply do not 
know where the stuff is.” [passage omitted] 


Possibilitics of NATO Expansion Debated 


Moscow's Opposition 
AU1 904102595 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 19 Apr 9S p 4 


[Commentary by Thomas Urban: “Yesterday's Enemy, 
Tomorrow's Enemy”) 


|FBIS Translated Text] Moscow, 18 April—“An east- 
ward expansion of NATO means World War III,” said 
the Russian General Aleksandr Lebed in the latest of his 
countless interviews for the Western press. The capri- 
cious commander of Moscow's troops in Moldova also 
presented a scenario: NATO wants to launch an attack 
on Russia from the territory of Poland, the Czech 
Republic, and Hungary. Normally Moscow does not take 
Lebed, who is very popular among his troops, seriously, 
but this time he has caused a change of moods among the 
general and politicians. The seemingly unstoppabie east- 
ward expansion of NATO is now seen as a threat. So far, 
the efforts of Western politicians to convince their 
Russian interlocutors about the “new NATO” that is 
meant to safeguard stability in the whole of Europe have 
been in vain. 


In a conversation with Western diplomats recently, a 
Russian general demonstrated unwittingly, but very 
Clearly how misunderstanding came about. He told 
them: “NATO was our enemy for decades.”’ But when he 
was asked who he meant by “our,” whether the former 
Soviet Union or the new Russia, he simply gave an 
uncomprehending look, for the Russian generals have 
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not rejected the recent past, just as the Kremlin leader- 
ship continues to underline the continuity vis-a-vis the 
Soviet Union, and not just because of the forthcoming 
$Oth anniversary of “our victory” over the Germans. It 
was certainly not a slip when President Yeltsin called his 
chief soldier Pavel Grachev “the best Russian defense 
minster in the past 10 years."’ Ten years ago, there were 
ny Russian armed forces, only Soviet armed forces. But 
this distinction is no longer important. It is also 
becoming increasingly clear that Moscow is also con- 
tinuing the Soviet foreign and military policy, which is 
imperialist at heart and geared to confrontation with the 
West, one reason for this being that the decisionmakers 
do not know any other political pattern. The Russian 
generals were brought up to think in terms of the “bloc 
mentality,” and still adhere to this mentality. Among the 
top military men, one would seek in vain for an intellec- 
tual who considers himself a citizen in uniform, as more 
and more generals in Western armies do. Instead, the 
army is dominated by war horses like Lebed or Grachev. 
No less restricted is the political view of most cabinet 
members and deputies, most of whom began their polit- 
ical Careers as provincial party secretaries and never had 
the opportunity to acquaint themselves with Western 
society 


The desire of the former Warsaw Pact satellite states to 
join NATO is accorded exactly the same misunder- 
standing. The Poles, Czechs, and Hungarians are 
accused of having an “anti-Russian attitude,” which is 
also used as an argument against a NATO expansion, on 
the basis that once inside NATO, anti-Russian forces in 
these countries would be imbued with fresh energy, 
that Europe would be divided again. But virtually no one 
asks the former “brothers-in-arms" whether they still 
trust Moscow in view of their recent history and Mos- 
cow's performance in the Caucasus. More often, the 
people of central and eastern Europe are accused of 
Naving betrayed the Russians who liberated them from 
the German yoke with enormous loss of life 


Even the reformist parties are warning against an cast- 
ward expansion of NATO. In this case, a victory by 
ultranationalist like Zhirinovskiy would be certain at the 
next election. Nevertheless, some democrats timidly 
admit that an expansion of the “zone of economic 
stability and democracy” to Russia's border would suit 
Russia's interests. But in the current climate, everyone is 
obviously afraid to say it out loud 


AU1 904134595 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHANU in German 19 Apr 95 p 3 


[Commentary by “gem”: Too Many (Foreign Policy) 
Cooks"’] 


[FBIS Tra.slated Text] Russia has many foreign minis- 
ters. Just last week, the popular General Aleksandr 
Lebed threatened that World War II] would break out if 
NATO were to expand eastward. Defense Minister Pavel 
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Grachev announced that the CFE [Conventional Armed 
Forces in Europe] Treaty would have to be improved. 
Now, the man who is actually responsible, Foreign 
Minister Andrey Kozyrev, has spoken out and caused yet 
another shock with his statement that he considers it 
possible to use force to advance the interests of the 
Russian-speaking populations of the former Soviet 


republics. 


At first glance, Kozyrev's speech seems to give support te 
those who have been issuing warnings about Moscow's 
neo-imperialism for a loager time now and have been 
using policy toward the so-called “abroad close at hand” 
as a gauge. However, what is more worrying than indi- 
vidual statements is that so many different voices are 
being heard in the case of Moscow's foreign policy 
toward the “abroad close at hand’ and the “distant 
abroad.”’ For a long time now, obscure power struggles 
have been setting the tone of the melodies emanating 
from the Kremlin. The orchestra no longer has a con- 
ductor 


That the Eurasian great power lacks a clear<ut foreign 
policy strategy and that its representatives lack credi- 
bility is something that must actually frighten the gov- 
ernments in Bonn, London, Paris, and Washington 
Western policy-makers in the foreign policy field must 
not only respond to this vacuum with great caution, but 
also with their own concepts for Russia's integration 
However, until now, there has been a dearth of ideas in 


this regard 


Russian Bchavior 
AU 1904145395 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 19 Apr 95 p 14 


[Commentary by “WA”: “No Wonder”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] No one contributes more to the 
potential expansion of NATO than its biggest opponent 
Day by day Russia increasingly confirms its former 
satellites and the former Soviet Republics in their inten- 
tion to seek protection in the Western defense alliance. It 
iS NOt cynicism that makes this conclusion obvious but 
the actions of Russian Foreign Minister Kozyrev and 
Defense Minister Grachev, who are currently trying to 
surpass each other. The former wants to have the inter- 
esis of the about 25 million Russians outside Russia 
protected by force if necessary, the latter warns against 
militant coaflicts as a result of regional conflicts, for 
which Moscow itself is responsible. Chechnya—to name 
currently the worst of these hotbeds of conflict—is even 
used by Grachev as an excuse to call into question the 
validity of the treaty on conventional disarmament. And 
Kozyrev is probably primarily thinking of the Baltic 
states and the Crimea, which belongs to Ukraine, when 
he frankly talks about the possibility oi military inter- 
vention to “protect” the Russian minorities. No wonder 
that the desire for NATO membership is expressed in 
increasingly plaintive tones in Russia's neighborhood 
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Portuguese Advise Pradcace 
LD2004132495 Lisbon RTP Internaciona! Television in 
Portuguese 1100 GMT 20 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Portuguese Defense Minister 
Figueiredo Lopes said this morning at the opening 
session of a North Atlantic Assembly meeting on security 
in Europe that NATO has to be prudent in relation to 
extending its membership to Eastern Europe 


[Elsa Marujo] This is the North Atlantic Assembly, the 
NATO consultation body in which MPs from all 
member states have a seat. They will be meeting in 
Lisbon for the next three days and will be discussing 
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security in Europe, but, above all, they will be discussing 
membership of NATO. Eastern European countries, 
former members of the Warsaw Pact, want to become 
members of NATO as soon as possible, but the Portu- 
guese Government warns that NATO must be prudent 


[Begin Figueiredo Lopes re. ding] We are not going to 
have any illusion about any possible new membership 
and integration in NATO by thinking that it is enough 
for countries to apply and automatically become mem- 
bers. There must be efforts for consolidation of recent 
democracies, a lot of technical preparation, and the 
creation of spaces that may allow the doors to be opened 
[end recording] [passage omitted] 
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Cammeniator on EU Reactiogs to Turkish 
BRI *04/+(995 Madrid EL PAIS (DOMINGO Section) 
in Spaz ae 14 Apr 9S p $ 


[Commentary by Manuel Azcarate: “Turkish Preten- 
sions” 


[FBIS Translated Text] We have been putting up for 
almost 6 month now with the Turkish Government's lies 
about its reasons for sending troops to northern Iraq. 
The official pretext is o need to destroy the bases of the 
Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK) in that country. How- 
ever, it has now beconie : ear that most of the activists in 
that party have disper* od (as was to be expected), that 
the Turkish troops and ‘ur /orce have committed atroc- 
ities and harmed abov: a.’ | s¢ «.: Jian populotion, and 
that the Turkish authorities «.-< giv ing increasingly vague 
responses when urged to sex dete for their withdrawal. 
“A few weeks from now,” has become the standard reply, 
but this is so flexible that it may mean a year or longer, 
judging from cthet war scenarios throughout the world. 


Prime Minister Tansu Ciller has now recruited two 
Social Democratic Party heavyweights— Deputy Prime 
Minister Cetin and Foreign Minister Erdal Inonu— into 
her government, and she is using them as “respectable” 
figures (to Europeans), sending them around on promo- 
tional tours to uphold Ankara’s policies. Not very suc- 
cessfully, so far. At the Saint-Maxime Mediterranean 
seminar, a head-on clash took place between Erdal Inonu 
and French Foi ign Minister Alain Juppe, with Inonu 
adducing pretext: and Juppe announcing that the Euro- 
pean Union would adopt sanctions against Turkey if its 
troops were not effectively withdrawn within a short 


period of time 


However, Inonu's failure was particularly apparent in 
the European Parliament in Strasbourg With a una- 
nimity which only occurs in exceptional cases (that is, 
with the support of most of the European Righ-wing 
deputies, who usually vote in favor of the Turkish 
Government), the European Parliament demanded the 
immediate withdrawal of Turkish troops, threatening 
otherwise to adopt sanctions 
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7 
Effective Sanctions 
Can the sanctions available to the Ex Parliament 
be effective? The real issue now is that Europe is indeed 


in the position to adopt sanctions that would effectively 
harm Mrs. Ciller’s government. On the one hand, it can 
annul the recently signed customs agreement with 
Ankara, which the Turks presented as a diplomatic 
success. Furthermore, European countries can stop ship- 
ping military equipment to Turkey, os Germany has 
already done, thus considerably reducing the Turks’ 
capabilities. 

Nevertheless, there is a danger that Europe's harsh words 
may not be followed by effective action. France is a case 
in point: Juppe has perhaps been the most adamant 
minister during the meetings with the Turks. But let us 
not forget that the French are keeping silent about the 
military helicopters they oave sold to Turkey and which 
are shortly to be delivered to that country. If the govern- 
ment in Paris were to cancel the delivery, this would be 
more effective than any number of speeches 


Increasingly obvious contradictions are becoming 
apparent in what the Turkish authorities are saying 
Wi.ereas Erdal Inonu untiringly repeats his “few weeks” 
story, Prime Minister Tansu Ciller is contemplating the 
possit.“it~ that, after withdrawing some 3,00 men from 
the combat zones, Turkey might decide tu send in more 
troops shortly afterwards. These inconsistencies confirm 
a view which is being advanced in Eurc ean political 
circles, namely, that the Turkish Army has a number of 
objectives [previous word printed in italics]. It is the 
Army which made the decision to invade Iraq, and the 
Army which is reluctant to withdraw without first having 
found a solution [previous word printed in italics] to 
retain some sort of su -eillance in northern Iraq. 


Prolonged P resence 

If this view is correct (and it is the only interpretation 
which explains the discrepancies between the rea] mili- 
tary situation and what the politicians are saying), the 
Turkish presence in Iraq may continue for some consid- 
erable time. With rd to relations between Turkey 
and the European Union, far from improving, they 
would deteriorate. If the military increase their power in 
Ankura, this will lead to harder repression and more 
human rights violations, which traditionally hove Seen 
the main reason for the EU's non-acceptance of Turkey. 
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Bedgium 
Russian M afia Infiltration of Industry Outliecd 
BR1904141595 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TUD in Dutch 18 Apr 95 p 6 


[Unattributed report: “ASLK Loses Millions to Russian 
Mafia—Justice Ministry Starts Large-Scale Investiga- 
tion™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Antwerp—The ASLK [General 
Savings and Old-Age Pension Fund] has lost millions in 
the takeover of an Antwerp company by a group which is 
in the hands of the Russian mafia A large-scale investiga- 
tion with international connections is now taking place 
into the Russian mafia’s activities in Belgian industry, it 
was - by LE SOIR and HET LAATSTE NIEUWS 
DE NIEUWE GAZET newspapers 


The Antwerp company MAS International was declared 
bankrupt last year The group's activities were taken 
over by the Oltes group, which was in the hands of the 
Georgian Otar Kvantrichvili, the godfather of the Rus- 
sian ™afia who was killed on S April last vear The ASLK 
had issued a suarantee on transactions by M&S worh 
several hundred million Belgian francs. The money of 
the bankrup: company has in the meantime disappeared, 
inflicting losses running into millions on the bank 


The Belgian judicial authorities have received requests 
from Russia, the United States, Japan, Germany, and 
other countries to investigate the M&S case. A special 
judicial working party has been formed to map out the 
infiltration of Beigian industry by the Russian mafia, 
according .o HET LAATSTE NIEUWS and DE 
NIEUWE GAZET 


In Russia one of the areas being investigated is whether 
the disappeared millions ended up at the U S. company 
Slava Inc., which is led by Vyacheslav Ivankov, who is 
now said to be the number one in the Russian mafia The 
Oltes group is said to mainly deal with laundering 
money. In the United States an M&S staff member was 
arrested for drug dealing “on a world scale” 


According to LE SOIR, the Antwerp criminal police in 
February arrested three people said to belong to the 
Russian mafia. They are Reuven A (aged 40), an Isracii 
living in Austria, Tarrie) O. (aged 37), a Greek of 
Georgian origin, and Merab D. (aged 33) from Georgia 
They are said be involved in a dispute between two 
mafia clans. Merab D_ is said to be a confident of Leonid 
Sadov, a leading member of Kvantrichvili’s clan 


The former manager of M&S International, Rachmiec! 
Brandwein, was questioned by police in Moscow last 
month to see whether he had contacts with the Russian 
mafia 


These Russian authorities are also investigating a mys- 
terious bomb attack which was recently made against 
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Ohes’ head office on the Bolsaya Gruzinskaya in 
Moscow and caused material damage only 


Commentator Revicws Party Campaign Platforms 
BR1904141795 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEEL - 
EKONOMISCHE TUD in Dutch 18 Apr 95 p 4 


[Commentary by Walter Aertsens “Biectioncering’ | 


[FBIS Translated Text} With the speeches of SP [Flemish 
Socialist Party] Chairman Louis Tobback and Prime 
Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene the election campaign has 
now in full swing It looks as if two themes will dominate 
these elections: the future of the social security system 
and the Agusta affair 


Agusta is mainly being pushed forward by the smalier 
parties. The parties are rightly showing the neces- 
sary hesitance. Until 1993 they all worked in the gray 
area of party financing Moreover the Flemish liberals 
noticed in the last elections ‘hat aitoc\.ng the “tradi- 
tional” formations benefited the VB [Fiemish Bioc] and 
the libertarians, not them. Next to the VB, Agalev [To 
Live Alternatively] is also campaig™ing round the Agusta 
issue, albeit hesitantly While the VB wants to settle 
matters with its fists, the Greens are recommending that 
voters use the pencil 


For the big parties everything turns on the future of 
social security. It is striking that the voters’ fear of 
reforms is having a defining effect. The SP is expressly 
playi:.g on this fear. In each speech Tobback insists on 
the anti-social consequences of the liberal proposals For 
the SP after the Agusta scandal, this theme is the last 
Straw at which it can clutch. At the save time it had 
already becom e clear during the European elections that 
playing on feelings of fear is very rewarding Paula 
Somers’ letter about her health problems and the finan- 
cial consequences seemed to have more impact than all 
the 20-square-meter billboards put together 


The VLD [Flemish Liberal Democrats] were so fright- 
ened by this approach that they made a complete U-turn 
The emphasis 1s no longer in the first place on their own 
proposals for another social security system. The VLD is 
making a frontal attack on government policies. The 
message now is that if the current majority continues its 
policies, then there will no longer be any social security 
In the French-speaking part of the country the same 
atmosphere reigns. There the PRL [Republican Party of 
Liberty] chairman Jean Gol was forced to strongly attack 
the VBO [Federation of Belgian prey because of 
its anti-social demands. After all the PRL fears that the 
electors will be frightened off 


At the same time Father Christmas is clearly back again 
The PS [French —speaking Socialist Party] is calling for 
the introduction of a 32-hour week without loss of salary, 
a property tax, and voting rights for foreigners. Agalev, 
with a 30-hou, week, is going a step further. And the 
VLD wants to rec uce social contributions without com- 
pensating for the lower revenue 
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But do voters have a real choice on 21 May? With the 
government debt at more than 130 percent of GDP and 
a budget deficit of 5.4 percent, Belgian politicians have 
little room for maneuver. The Belgian Government is 
obliged to continue to tighten its belt for the next 20 
years. At the same time Belgium must live with the 
limitations of a small country. For example the alterna- 
tive financing of the sucial security system can only take 
place in a European context. Moreover the other 
member states in the European community are following 
similar policies. 


Therefore on 21 May voters will not really be able to 
pronounce on the fundamentals of policies. The compo- 
sition of tiie government will be visible in the modalities 
of policies only. The fact that our country is led by 
coalitions strengthens the continuity of policy further 
still. Voters must be aware of these limitations. Other- 
wise they will come out of them disappointed. But the 
parties must also take account of this. Calling for a 
32-hour week without loss of wages is nice. However, if 
this dream cannot be realized, then frustrations will 
remain. Gaining votes in the short term can lead to larger 
losses in the longer term. 


Editorial Sees UN ‘Tight Squeeze’ in Bosnia 
BR1904154695 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 19 Apr 95 p 9 


[Editorial by Axel Buyse: “Bosnian Fall’’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] The war in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
has been dragging on for three years now and nothing 
indicates that the end is in sight, quite on the contrary. 
The two main parties involved in the conflict, the 
Bosnian Serbs and the Bosnian Muslims, are getting 
ready for their spring offensives. There is a real possi- 
bility that the country might cross the threshold towards 
an “all-out war” and that all painful efforts to relieve the 
suffering of citizens have been in vain. 


Just how confused the outside world is reacting to former 
Yugoslavia has been painfully illustrated the last couple 
of days. Not only did Belgian blue helmets have to 
witness how their Russian colleagues gave Serbian mili- 
tias in the Baranja a free hand, they also lost their 
vehicles to these scoundrels last weekend. 


Day after day, the United Nations is going through great 
pains to keep up the idea of the organization’s neutrality. 
This leads to strange situations. Last Monday [17 April], 
for instance, UN spokesmen reported that the murdering 
of a French Blue Helmet was the work both of a Serbian 
and of a Muslim sniper. 


The Bosnian Serbs are particularly keen on provoking 
and pestering the blue helmets. The UN soldiers in the 
eastern Muslim enclaves have been forced to switch to 
“donkey traction” because the Serbs are holding up their 
fuel supplies. The airlift with humanitarian aid for the 
Bosnian capital of Sarajevo has been suspended for 
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weeks. The Serbs refuse to give safety guarantees to 
airplanes carrying diplomats in and out of the city. 


So it is no surprise that not only the French with their 
4,400 troops, but even Butrus Ghali’s special envoy 
Yashushi Akashi wonder whether this can go on. The 
matter is also important to our country, now that Brus- 
sels has decided to relieve the Belgian transportation 
unit in Bosnia. 


The present problems were already contained in the 
decision made at the beginning of the Yugoslav war to 
focus entirely on human aid. In fact, the international 
community deliberately confined itself to “stem’’ the 
war. Back then, that was the easiest choice. A choice for 
which the price has to be paid right now. 


Indeed, the United Nations is now facing the square of 
the circle. The expected outburst of the war will put the 
blue helmets in a tight squeeze. Not only the Bosnian 
Serbs and the Croats, but also the Bosnian Muslims are 
increasingly regarding the UN soldiers as a nuisance 
rather than as a help. They are only tolerated because 
their food aid keeps civilians on their feet. In fact, the 
blue helmets in the Yugoslav tragedy are as important 
and vulnerable hostages as large sections of the civilian 
population. 


The only thing which keeps aost countries from bringing 
“the boys” back home, is the awareness that the cure 
might turn out to be worse than the disease. A final 
decision on the withdrawal can be expected within a few 
weeks at the earliest. There is a good chance that by that 
time, when the “truce’’ will come to an end in Bosnia on 
30 April, the last scruples will have disappeared for the 
warring factions. And that NATO, which is responsible 
for organizing the withdrawal, will have to deploy a huge 
force in order to pick up the blue helmets amidst the 
battlefields. How the hangover left by such a capitulation 
must be digested is another problem. 


Netherlands 


Van Mierlo Statement on Kurdish Parliament 


BR1904150795 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 14 Apr 95 p 8 


[Unattributed report: “Statement by Van Mierlo”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The text that follows constitutes 
the statement issued by Netherlands Foreign Minister 
Van Mierlo on the occasion of the inaugural meeting of 
a Kurdish parliament. 


Since the portrayal in the foreign—and especially the 
Turkish— media of the policy of the Netherlands Gov- 
ernment regarding the so-called Kurdish parliament- 
in-exile which met in The Hague on 12 April contained 
blatant inaccuracies, the foreign minister would like to 
state the following: 


1. The so-called Kurdish parliament-in-exile is not in any 
way recognized by the Netherlands Government. 
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2. The government did not authorize the assembly of thi 

so-called parliament. The freedom of association and 
right of assembly, guaranteed under the Netherlands 
Constitution, does not give the Netherlands Govern- 
ment any way of prohibiting such a meeting. This 
freedom is only constrained by considerations relating to 
public order and safety which were not applicable in this 
case. The government points out that the meeting in 
question actually went off without any kind of distur- 
bance of public order and that no call for terrorist actions 
was made there. 


3. The government considers the Workers’ Party of 
Kurdistan (PKK) to be an organization that is respon- 
sible for terrorist activities. 


4. In accordance with its international obligations the 
government shall continue its efforts to combat ter- 
rorism in any form. 


5. The government naturally recognizes and respects the 
territorial integrity of its ally, Turkey. 


6. In its turn the Netherlands expects its allies to respect 
the principles of the constitutional state as enshrined 
within the Netherlands Constitution. 


Turkcy Demands Ban 


BR1904150695 Amsterdam HET FINANCIEELE 
DAGBLAD in Dutch 15 Apr p 1 


[Unattributed report: “Turkish Fury Focused On The 
Netherlands”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Turkey reacted with fury and 
bewilderment to the fact that the Kurds were able to set 
up a parliament-in-exile in The Hague. ‘“‘The Nether- 
lands should be ashamed of itself,’’ Turkish President 
Suleyman Demirel said. 


The Turkish Government is demanding that the Neth- 
erlands ban the activities of the Kurdish parliament. 
Otherwise, according to a memorandum sent by Turkish 
Foreign Minister Inonu, there will be consequences for 
the relations between the two countries. 


The newspaper HURRIYET reported that the contacts 
between the Netherlands and Turkey have been frozen 
now that the Turkish ambassador has been recalled from 
The Hague. However, the portrayal of affairs in the 
media is somewhat one-sided. After all, it is the National 
Security Council, consisting of the president, ministers, 
and generals, that dictates what the newspapers are 
allowed to print. 
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Turkey maintains that the parliament is a cover organi- 
zation for the PKK [Workers’ Party of Kurdistan], an 
organization which has engaged in a bloody fight for 
independence for 11 years already—a conflict which has 
claimed more than 14,000 lives. 


Bilateral Tension ‘Heightencd’ 
BR1904145395 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in 
Dutch 19 Apr 95 p 1 


[Unidentified report: “Turkey Threatens To Break Off 
Relations” ] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Amsterdam—The tension 
between the Netherlands and Turkey regarding the Kur- 
dish parliament-in-exile was heightened further on 
Friday [14 April] when the president of the Turkish 
parliament threatened to break off relaticn: with the 
Netherlands parliament. Netherlands Forei\n Minister 
Van Mierlo has protested against the way in which 
Netherlands policy is being portrayed in the Turkish 
press. 


In a statement issued yesterday, Van Mierlo speaks of 
“blatant inaccuracies.” He stressed that the Kurdish 
parliament is not recognized by the Netherlands Gov- 
ernment. 


The government holds the Workers’ Party of Kurdistan 
(PKK) responsible for terrorist activities. However, 
approval of the inaugural meeting was not on the agenda, 
since the Netherlands Constitution provides for freedom 
of association and the right of assembly. Public order 
and security have not been endangered. Van Mierlo 
ended his statement by saying: The Netherlands expects 
its allies to respect the principles of the rule of law state 
within the framework of the Netherlands Constitution.” 


In Turkey the inaugural meeting of the Kurdish parlia- 
ment in The Hague on Wednesday is regarded as a public 
vote of support for the PKK. Turkish Parliament Presi- 
dent Cindoruk said yesterday: “The act on the part of a 
democratic state like the Netherlands of offering such a 
possibility to a terrorist organization runs counter to the 
spirit of democracy and international solidarity. This is 
a serious affront that we cannot leave unanswered.” 


The Turkish Army is currently engaged in an offensive 
against the PKK in northern Iraq. 


The U.S. Government has also criticized the establish- 
ment of the parliament-in-exile. Although the State 
Department said that the Netherlands had not provided 
any funds for the establishment of the parliament, it also 
said that the United States does not support any parlia- 
ment which has links with the PKK. [passage omitted] 
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Government Urged To Delay Talks With Sina 
Fan 

MS1804102595 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 18 Apr 95 p 2 


[Report by Jon Hibbs and Richard Savill: “Ministers 
Urged to Delay Sinn Fein Talks”} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government was urged to 
resist Sinn Fein pressure for an early invitation to 
ministerial talks last night as Tory MPs blamed repub- 
lican “intransigence” for stalling the peace process in 
Northern Ireland. 


Mr Andrew Hunter, chairman of the Conservative back- 
bench Northern Ireland committee, said talks between 
the mainstream parties might have to go ahead without 
Sinn Fein. 


He described the prospect as “an ominous development 
with potentially tragic consequences’’, but one that could 
be laid firmly at the feet of the republican failure to give 
a clear commitment to the decommissioning of IRA 
arms. 


His remarks came after Mr Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein 
leader, alarmed Unionists at the weekend by suggesting 
there was no prospect of the IRA giving up its weapons 
in the foreseeable future. 


The Northern Ireland Office has so far declined to 
respond to a series of increasingly hardline statements 
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from Sinn Fein leaders that accused the Government of 
precipitating a crisis in the peace process. 


Meanwhile, Mr John Bruton, the Irish prime minister 


has apologised to a reporter for using offensive language 
during an interview about the peace process. 


Ms Cathy Farrell, a reporter for the Cork radio station 96 
FM, said Mr Bruton had told her he was “sick of 
answering questions about the f***ing [as published] 
peace process” and ordered her to switch off her tape 
recorder. 


Mr Bruton was said to have been angered because he 
believed the interview, conducted in a room in a Cork 
hotel, would be confined to local issues and he had 
nothing new to say about the peace process. 


In a letter to the radio station, Mr Bruton said: “I regret 
causing offence. But my remarks were directed at the 
situation I found myself in, and not at Cathy Farrell, who 
is a reporter I hold in the highest esteem. 


“I can understand her being upset because I was upset 
myself at finding myself in a situation I didn't want to be 
in. 


“I thought I was being interviewed on local issues and I 
wasn't prepared for an interview on that subject. 


“I expressed my frustration quite strougly. I was in a 
stressed state, but if I caused offence I am very sorry.” 
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AU2004111595 Berlin DIE WELT in German 20 Apr 95 
pl 


[Commentary by Manfred Rowold: “Clinton Reacts’’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bill Clinton has returned to the 
political stage. While Congress in enjoying its spring 
vacation, the President is slowly recovering from the 
shock of the heavy Republican barrage. The Democrats’ 
bitter election defeat last November and the subsequent 
100-day legislative marathon by the conservative House 
of Representatives Speaker Newt Gingrich had almost 
pushed Clinton backstage. 


With his first news conference in eight months, it is not 
just Clinton the President who has made a comeback, 
but also Clinton the election campaigner. It was high 
time for him to do so, because the Americans miss an 
absence of political imagination and vigor in him. A 
joint poll of both parties reveals that 47 percent of 
citizens rely on Congress to “get things moving,” 
whereas 25 percent do not. With his message, Clinton 
has not really launched a counteroffensive, but has 
merely laid a marker on a path that has being defined by 
the Republicans. He is reacting rather than acting and 
taking the initiative. 


That also applies to the foreign policy parts of his 
statement. He admonishes and warns the Russians, but 
nothing more. The subject matter of the speech makes it 
clear that this President wants to concentrate on 
America. 


Clinton knows that right now the political weather in 
America is being determined by a Republican trough of 
high pressure. Therefore he would not like to make 
excessive use of his right of veto, whereby he hopes the 
Senate will make moderate adjustments to the conserva- 
tive power moves of Newt Gingrich. The chances of that 
are 50-S0. 


Clinton Approach to Iranian Nucicar Plan Revicwed 
AU2004110195 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 20 Apr 95 p 4 


[Commentary by “jj”: “How Clinton Demonstrates 
Determination” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Bill Clinton hopes that he will be 
able to “hold his own” against Moscow and Beijing, he 
told correspondents at a news conference in Washington 
that attracted a great deal of attention. He wants to 
convince both of them that they should give up their 
plans to sell nuclear reactors to the Iranians. Yet che rest 
of the reply will hardly scare Moscow and Beijing. 


The President virtually formulated the counterargu- 
ments for the two countries. Clinton stated literally: The 
Russians and the Chinese will probably answer that 
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“agreements have to be fulfilied.” In addition, they will 
claim that “the nuclear technology of the power plants is 
so simple that they cannot be used for the development 
of nuclear weapons,” the President stated. He pointed 
out that he naturally does not accept this interpretation, 
and that he will continue to prevent the delivery of the 
reactors. One can only wish him good luck. He who 
advises his opponents how they should defend their 
position does not create the impression of determina- 
tion, but the contrary: That he has already accepted the 
delivery. 


Bill Clinton should have presented completely different 
arguments at a time when the extension of the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty is being discussed in New York. 
He should ask the Russians why Iran of all countries 
needs nuclear energy. It is a desperately poor country 
that should urgently invest the enormous sums that 
nuclear power plants cost in other projects. Moreover, 
Iran possesses the third-largest oil and natural gas 
reserves in the world, which make possible the genera- 
tion of electricity at a fraction of the costs of nuclear 
power plants (just like water power, of which Iran has 
plenty). Thus, the conclusion is justified that Iran is 
really interested in atomic bombs—which might be a 
cause for concern for the neighboring country Russia. 


Bonn Calls Plutonium Smuggling Accusation 
Absurd 


L.D1904135395 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1302 
GMT 19 Apr 94 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—The 
German Government has rejected the accusations by the 
Russian Atomic Energy Ministry in connection with the 
plutonium smuggling affair last summer. Deputy govern- 
ment spokesman Herbert Schmuelling said today it was 
“absurd” to think that plutonium was taken from 
Munich to Moscow and then back to the Bavarian 
Capital. 


He also protested against the personal attack by the 
Russian ministerial spokesman, Georgiy Kaurov, on the 
Chancellery minister and German secret service coordi- 
nator Bernd Schmidbauer. However, the government 
regards these com ments as the opinion of an individual, 
Schmuelling said. Otherwise cooperation with the Rus- 
sian authorities was working well. Kaurov had accused 
Schmidbauer among other things of having “lied the 
whole time” during his visit to Moscow. 


[Berlin DDP/ADN in German at 1317 GMT on 19 April 
reports: “The head of the European atomic energy 
authority Euratom, Wilhelm Gmelin, has contradicted a 
statement by the Russian Atomic Energy Ministry that 
the plutonium seized in Munich last year originated in 
Germany itself. Gmelin told the SAARBRUECKER 
ZEITUNG (tomorrow's edition) that analysis indicated 
the material must have originated in the former Soviet 
Union. No plutonium with the components in question 
existed in Germany, he said. ‘Our analysts are very sure 
about that.’ 
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“Moreover, Lithium-6 was also discovered in the suit- 
case, which is an important component of hydrogen 
bombs, Gmelin said. To his knowledge no Lithium-6 
existed in Germany. All in all, the Russian version of 
events was ‘very far-fetched’.] 


Commentary Notes ‘Scrious Effort’ Over NPT 


AU1 904113995 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 19 Apr 95 p 4 


[Commentary by “ub”: “Kinkel’s Work”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn’s position on the nonpro- 
liferation of nuclear weapons remains clear, including 
after unification. As a country that, technologically, had 
virtually no difficulty in catching up with the five 
nuclear powers, Germany is assuming the role of a 
particularly credible opponent of proliferation. Ger- 
many’s rejection of such weapons, a sovereign decision, 
also entitles it to warn the nuclear club to fulfill its part 
of the bargain and destroy its nuclear warheads now that 
the East-West conflict is over. China in particular is not 
sufficiently aware of its obligation as a guardian of 
nonproliferation. 


As an applicant for a permanent seat on the UN Security 
Council, Bonn has made a serious effort to convince 
others about the merits of an indefinite extension of the 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty [NPT]. But there are 
still too many countries who, scared of possible unex- 
pected actions by their neighbors, prefer this treaty to 
possess a fixed term validity. 


It remains to be seen whether the calls from New York to 
stop the proliferation of nuclear weapons, for ever if 
possible, will bear fruit. By means of his speech before 
the NPT signatories, the German foreign minister wants 
to convert the disbelievers. An ambassador could also 
have presented Bonn’s position in New York. But Klaus 
Kinkel’s personal appearance should dot the i and dem- 
onstrate how seriously Bonn considers its role on thesy 
international stage. 


Schelter on Europol’s Organized Crime Role 
AU 1904135895 Munich FOCUS in German 15 Apr 95 
pp 34-35 


[Interview with Internal Affairs State Secretary Kurt 
Schelter by Christian Sturm; place and date not given: 
“No FBI, But Europoi"’) 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Sturm] Helmut Linssen, the top 
candidate of the Christian Democratic Union for the 
North Rhine-Westphalian Landtag elections, calls for a 
federal police force following the example of the U.S. 
FBI to combat gang crime.... 


[Schelter] We have two federal police forces: the Federal 
Office of Criminal Investigations [BKA] andthe F  -ral 
Border Police. Basically, we are satisf'ed with the powers 
of the two authorities. For the BKA, we need the 
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amendment to the law, which is currently being dis- 
cussed in parliament, as soon as possible. In the federal 
State, however, the good cooperation of the Federal 
Government and laender in combating crime is a deci- 
sive factor. 


In the sphere of combating crime, the BKA has wide- 
ranging responsibilities as a central and collection office, 
in addition to its own narrow authority for investiga- 
tions. Above all, the BKA must detect the structures of 
organized crime, draw up analyses, and then pass on the 
information to the laender authorities. An FBI would be 
politically unacceptable in our country. The laender 
would object to having the BEA— and this would be the 
consequence— open an office in each land. 


[Sturm] FRG Interior Minister Manfred Kanther says 
that the laender police forces react in a provincial 
manner to new kinds of crime, such as nuclear smug- 
gling 


[Schelter] Minister Kanther is absolutely right in 
warning that, despite the growing international dimen- 
sion of crime, in Germany everyone involved in com- 
bating crime retreats to what he has and knows and 
defends with teeth and claws. Some people think that it 
is possible to struggle against the large international 
gangs of criminals also on one’s own, without the expe- 
riences and knowledge of others. This does not work. 
Internationally, organized crime is also the sum of indi- 
vidual crimes— blackmail, money laundering, and drug 
deals. This means that, of course, one also has to struggle 
against organized crime in individual cases: locally, 
regionally, at the land level. For this, the policemen on 
the spot are precisely right. 


However, the other aspect of organized crime is that the 
individual criminal often is just a tiny cog in a large 
organization: at the federal, European, and international 
level. This is where we see the main task of the BKA. We 
must bring together the findings and the experiences at 
the land, federal, European, and international levels so 
as to become even better at combating organized crime. 


[Sturm] You mean a European police force? 


wor Yes. We already have a germinating cell of 
ropol: an anti-drug unit in The Hague, 70 experienced 
officials with electronic data processing equipment. So 
far, this unit has been responsible only for combating 
drug crime and the resulting money laundering. Thanks 
to Chancellor Kohl's initiative at the Essen summit, 
three other majorbd fields of crime can now be combated: 
the smuggling of people, car theft, and nuclear crime. 


We must become even more active. All police authorities 
inv ‘ved must be put in contact across borders so that we 
escape the defensive positions into which international 
crime threatens to drive us. 


[Sturm] Also by means of new laws? 
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[Schelter] Police experts tell us that bugging the apart- 
ments of gangsters is one of the essential preconditions 
to becoming even better in the struggle against organized 
crime. This is shown by examples from Italy and the 
United States. Unfortunately, this was not feasible in the 
previous legislative period and can hardly be imple- 
mented with the coalition partner at he moment, either. 
However, how one can combat money laundering even 
better, for example, is being considered. 


The regulation for turning state evidence, which has 
been extended also to organized crime by the Anti-Crime 
Law, expires at the end of the year. A regulation must be 
found as quickly as possible to extend this deadline. 


[Sturm] What about monitoring conversations [via 
mobile phones] in the D1, D2, and C network? 


[Schelter] The FRG Interior Ministry is of the view that, 
here, the network operators are obligated to pay the 
costs. Telekom, Mannesmann, and e-plus must establish 
and pay for the technical installations that are necessary 
so that these mobile radio networks can also be moni- 
tored. 


[Sturm] How secure is Germany? 


[Schelter] It is made all the more secure the more 
seriously we take the threat and the greater our determi- 
nation to act is. 


Weak Dollar Fits U.S. Forcign Trade Plans 


AU2004125895 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 20 Apr 95 p 2 


[Commentary by Dietrich Zwaetz: “They Do Not Want 
It”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Washington—It is exactly 10 
years since the dollar, buoyed by Ronald Reagan's great 
power policies, climbed to a lofty 3.47 German marks. 
The dollar's rise at the beginning of Reagan's second 
term of office sparked a difficult situation for US. 
foreign trade and prompted the international solidarity 
operation in line with which, following the Plaza and 
Louvre Accord, the G-7 said that it was ready to bring 
the dollar down to a realistic level. 


Ten years later, the United States has no reason to 
complain about similar manifestations of solidarity. It is 
only that the circumstances have changed. All the world 
wants to help the United States to raise the dollar to a 
level that corresponds to the economic power of the 
United States. The only question is whether the Ameri- 
cans want to be helped. Further, does the external value 
of the dollar cause concern among the politicians on 
Capitol Hill and the American people? 


No one takes Bill Clinton and his Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin seriously when they come out in favor of 
a strong dollar. The weak dollar fits too well into the 
foreign trade concept, because a weak dollar helps U.S. 





FBIS-WEU-95-076 
20 April 1995 


exporters on world markets. How else can one open up 
the closed Japanese markets? 


The manner in which official Washington has played 
down the weak dollar is suspicious. The dollar has 
markedly consolidated itself against the Mexican peso 
and the Canadian sister currency, and Canada and 
Mexico are still the United States’ main trading partners. 
From this angle, the fact that the dollar has lost 15 
percent against the yen and 11 percent against the 
German mark since the beginning of January is a negii- 
gible matter. 


However, now that the Bank of Japan and the German 
Bundesbank have opened the way for U.S. decisions 
with their latest interest rate cuts and politicians such as 
Theo Waigel and Bundesbank chief Hans Tietmeyer 
have already exceeded the bounds of diplomatic polite- 
ness with their warnings to the Americans, the US. 
central bank can no longer live in “splendid isolation.” 
Foreign currency players such as Michel Camdessus of 
the IMF are trying to establish room for maneuver, 
because of the growing danger of inflation. The US. 
central bank has to make the dollar more attractive by 
means of interest rate hikes now and not in May, as was 
originally planned. 


The weakness of the dollar indicates that U.S. politicians 
no longer have the same degree of confidence in the 
market's ability to deal with the both the federal and 
foreign trade deficits. It is obvious that the Republicans 
should want to gain power by way of tax cuts amounted 
to $140 billion within one and a half years. Econo- 
mizing? That is something that the Germans and Japa- 
nese are better at. 


Problem of Strong Mark Burden on Exporters 


AU1 904151395 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 19 Apr 95 p 4 


[Commentary by Helmut Maier-Mannhart: ‘“‘The 
Burden of a Stable Mark"’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] There is a lot of complaining to 
be heard. The upswing that started last year and was 
supposed to accelerate this year, something that seemed 
so full of promise originally, is giving way to grief. 
Everywhere, growth rates are being readjusted down- 
wards. Current fears are reminiscent of a recession. This 
can be blamed on the mysterious forces that create havoc 
on currency markets every day. These forces have turned 
the German mark and the Japanese yen into everyone's 
favorite currency, so that both currencies are rising in 
value all the time. That is good for tourists and 
importers, who can make cheap purchases with the hard 
mark all over the world. But it is not so good for the 
export industries, who are responsible for about one fifth 
of the German GNP. The stronger the German mark, the 
stronger the pressure to which these industries are sub- 
jected. 
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Indeed, one should not underestimate the problems that 
arise from the permanent, and sometimes drastic, valu- 
ations of the German mark. Industries like the car or 
machine industries, who sel] over half their products 
beyond Germany's borders, are suddenly witnessing an 
evaporation of the productivity advantages that they 
struggled so hard to achieve during the recession years. A 
valuation of between 10 and 20 percent since the begin- 
ning of 1994, which means a 10 to 20 percent rise in 
costs compared to foreign competitors, is a heavy 
burden. Hence the need to revise profits expectations 
downwards. 


But it is also true that some of the complaining is 
unjustified. For instance, despite the German mark's 
valuation, foreign orders from the processing industry 
has experienced a double-figure growth every month 
recently, so that one can say that as far as economic 
development is concerned, 1995 does not conceal any 
big surprises. In addition, companies have protected 
themselves against currency fluctuations by means of 
currency safeguard deals that will make the loss of 
business expected over the next few months easier to 
digest. For instance, in the aviation industry, Airbus 
sales at favorable dollar exchange rates are guaranteed 
until the end of the 1996. One hopes that the turning 
point on currency markets will occur by then. 


More complicated is the effect of the stronger German 
mark on the country’s economic structure, especially 
when it creates an excessive currency valuation, as is the 
case with the German mark, and if in addition this 
valuation encounters a level of costs not matched any- 
where else. One can see the present, and probably the 
future, effect of this on Germany. More and more 
decisions regarding new investments involve setting up 
shop outside rather than inside Germany, because com- 
panies see no other way of safeguarding their long-term 
competitiveness. That does not mean there will be a 
mass exodus of industry, but it can be seen that virtually 
nothing grows when it seems more attractive to transfer 
production abroad. The pressure on firms to move 
abroad must increase with every increase in pressure on 
the German mark. 


As a result of all this, many people might long for a new 
Louvre Accord, in which, in February 1987, many coun- 
tries attempted to put up a united front against a further 
collapse of the dollar, which, by the way, was worth 1.80 
German marks at the time. But the currency peace did 
not even reign for one year. The same thing might 
happen today if one were to attempt such a concerted 
action. As the above examples show, one cannot oppose 
market forces indefinitely, and these market forces are 
determined by the fundamental imbalance between the 
two biggest economic powers, the United States and 
Japan. The huge mass of dollars that flows onto the 
currency markets year after year as a result of the U.S. 
trade deficit can only be held in check by falling prices. 
No less disturbing are the huge surpluses in the Japanese 
trade balance. Most of the giant yen stockpiles have been 
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invested in dollars. However, at a time whicn Japanese 
firms have to struggle with deficits, the money they have 
invested abroad will now transferred home, resulting in 
an exchange of dollars into yen and a subsequent run- 
away rate of exchange of the yen. 


What about the German mark? Well, it is less of a 
subject, and more of an object in the hands of those who 
keep the wheels turning in the world. In the foreign trade 
sphere, the German mark is not emitting any disturbing 
signals. However, many investors see the mark as a safe 
haven in the middle of a stormy sea. There is a devel- 
oping trust in the German mark; the advantages are 
stable profits and relatively low interest rates. But it is 
slowly becoming a burden. 


Koh! Speech on Importance of Tics With 


AU2004133395 Bonn BULLETIN in German No 29/11 
Apr 95 p 244 


[Speech by Chancellor Helmut Kohl at the opening of 
the German-Indonesian Business Conference in Bonn on 
4 April 1995: “Successful Start for Closer Cooperation”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Dear President Suharto, dear 
Mr. Von Pierer [chairman of the Asia-Pacific Com mittee 
of German industry and of the Siemens board of direc- 
tors], Your Excellencies, dear guests from Indonesia, 
ladies and gentlemen: 


I would like once again to welcome you cordially, Mr. 
President, to our country on the occasion of the opening 
of the German- Indonesian Business Conference. We 
already had several talks when we jointly opened the 
Hannover Fair. During our intensive exchange of 
opinion today I accepted your invitation to visit your 
country next year. As during my previous visit, this time, 
too, I intend to invite a large German business delega- 
tion to accompany me. Furthermore, we have agreed 
that this visit will be well prepared through close con- 
tacts between representatives of our two governments 
and that proposals for a further deepening of the bilateral 
relations will be examined. 


It is our common goal to make a further qualitative leap 
in the development of our relations. Together we want to 
look at the possibilities we will face in the 21st century. 
In this connection, the deepening of European unifica- 
tion, as set out in the Maastricht Treaty, will constitute a 
new and important dimension also for our bilateral 
relations. 


It is our joint desire that both the economic and cultural 
relations should flourish in a very special way. Over the 
past years we have achieved remarkable things. When I 
look back at our first intensive, very personal conversa- 
tion in 1972— at that time I was still minister-president 
in Mainz—and at what has developed between our two 
countries since then, this is a great achievement. You, 
Mr. President, have had a decisive share in this success. 
My gratitude for this also goes to you, Minister Habibie. 
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About a year the Federal Government adopted its 
Asia concept. any industry is decisively partici- 
pating in its implementation. This stresses that the 
reunited Germany is paying increasing attention to Asia, 
which is on its way up in economic and political terms. 
Most recently, the growth of bilateral trade has risen 
gratifyingly. One can also see a stimulation of direct 
investments and joint business initiatives. In tei 7!. com- 
pany contracts involving billions of marks will De con- 
cluded these days. Nevertheless, occasionally I get the 
impression that not all opportunities for trade and 
jon are really exhausted. Additional stimuli 
should come in particular from the sphere of medium- 
sized industry. 
I hope that today’s German-Indonesian Business Con- 
ference, which is organized by the Asia-Pacific Com- 
mittee of German industry, will make an important 
contribution to intensifying our economic relations. I am 
also sure that today’s joint statemert on the founding of 
the “German-Indonesian Forum for Economy and Tech- 
nology” will play an important role in this connection. 
Mr. Von Pierer has already pointed to the closer coop- 
eration on the mobile radio market, which has been 
agreed on recently. This is a good start for ever closer 
cooperation in the fields of high technology and modern 
services. | am gjad that the contract for this important 
investment project of a German company on the Indo- 
nesian telecom munications market will be signed here 
today. 


However, I would like t@ stress once again that, in 
addition to the indisputable important economic issues, 
we must not neglect our cultural relations. | stick (@ tr; 
conviction that the cultural dimension of coexistence i. 
of utmost importance for the lasting friendship between 
peoples. As an example I mention the exchange of 
students. Many young people from Indonesia spent a few 
years of their lives as students in Germany and got to 
know our culture and the people here. Within the frame- 
work of our possibilities we also want to provide help in 
establishing a vocational training system in Indonesia. 
The thorough training of young people is an indispens- 
able basis for technological top performances. The dual 
system of vocational training in companies and schools 
is an important element for Indonesia's further eco- 
nomic development. 


I am convinced that personal relations develop beyond 
economic ties. It is my wish that Germans and Indone- 
sians get to know the ive other culture even 
better. Your country, Mr. President, the magic of its 
landscape, and the pleasant nature of its people are just 
as important for the future of our joint relations. 


Mr. President, I once again cordially welcome you here 
in Our country. 

Praises Relations 
AU2004132695 Bonn BULLETIN in German Apr 95 
No 29/11 pp 241-243 


[Speech by German Chancellor Helmut Koh! at the 
opening of the Hannover fair in Hannover on 2 April: 
“Solving the Challenges of the Future Together”] 
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[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Dear President Suharto, Mr. 
Minister-President, Mr. Mayor, dear Deputies, Excellen- 
cies, Ladies and Gentlemen: 


In particular, | would like to cordially welcome our 
foreign guests, who have come to Hannover in such 
numbers. 


Mr. President, for me it is a particular pleasure to 
welcome you here today, on the occasion of your visit to 
the Hannover fair and your official visit to the FRG. I 
welcome you as Germany's tested friend, who has always 
understood our striving for our people's unity, also in 
difficult times. I still vividly remember one discussion 
with you—it was in the mid-1980's— during which you 
told me: “I cannot understand how someone can argue 
about the Germans wanting their unity. A people natu- 
rally wants its unity.” | thank you very much for this 
sentence and this way of thinking. 


For our two countries, 1995 is a special year. Your 
country, the Republic of Indonesia, will celebrate the 
$Oth anniversary of its independence in August. In 
Germany, in these days and weeks, we are thinking back 
to the time 50 years ago. In a few weeks, on 8 May, we 
will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the end of World 
War II in Europe. It was a day of liberation for many 
Germans and for many people in Europe. Nor do we 
forget that, at that time, Germany was in ruins and that 
millions of people had been uprooted and were on the 
run. Without this memory, one can hardly understand 
what a distance we have covered since then. [passage 
omitted] 


Ladies and Gentlemen, Indonesia is the partner country 
of the Hannover fair this year. Indonesia is a country 
with an important history and a great future. With 190 
million inhabitants, it is one of the world’s most popu- 
lated countries, following China, India, and the United 
States, and it is an important part of the Asian-Pacific 
region. Already, 60 percent of the world’s population live 
in this region, 30 percent of the global national product 
is earned there, and this region's share in world trade is 
25 percent. It is time that we in Europe, and not least in 
Germany, take note of the fact that in a few years—at the 
end of this century—seven countries from this region, 
including Indonesia, will be among the world’s 10 
leading economic nations. We must adjust to this devel- 
opment and act accordingly. Companies from Germany 
must be present even more in the emerging economic 
area of Asia and also in Indonesia. 


In this connection, implementing the Federal Govern- 
ment’s Asia concept, which was developed together with 
German industry, is an important element of our policy. 
The two of us, Mr. President, will talk about these 
questions over the next few days, together with represen- 
tatives of industry from both countries. On this occasion, 
I would also like to thank the members of the Asia- 
Pacific Committee of German industry for their work 
and their dedication. It is an crucial task that is impor- 
tant for our country far beyond the interests of the 
individual company. 
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Last year, under the German Council presidency, the EU 
also worked out a strategy for Asia. I think that we are on 
the right path. This is also shown by the success of the 
past years. Thus, the share of exports to the Asia-Pacific 
region rose clearly from 10 percent in 1991 to 14 percent 
in 1994. From the first half of 1993 to the first half of 
1994, foreign investment went up by almost 50 percent. 
However, Ladies and Gentlemen, this is only the begin- 
ning. We must do even more. The Hannover fair is a 
good opportunity to establish new trade relations. 
Medium-sized companies must also seize their opportu- 
nities. It is gratifying that medium-sized companies from 
Indonesia are represented here in Hannover. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, our relations with Asia are, 
however, not determined solely by economic interests. 
For a long time, there has been firm friendship in 
particular between the two old cultural nations Germany 
and Indonesia. Anyone who has ever enjoyed your 
country’s wonderful hospitality, Mr. President, and has 
experienced your country’s rich culture, will always 
think back to this full of respect. I hope that as many of 
my German fellow-citizens as possible will enjoy this 
great experience. In return, many thousands of young 
Indonesians come to Germany nowadays to study at our 
universities, for instance. This is an important founda- 
tion of our relations. 


One example of our future cooperation is your country’s 
intention to introduce vocational training colleges in 
Indonesia with German advice and help. Though 
training of young people is decisive for the establishment 
and expansions of a modern industrial society. The dual 
system of vocational training in companies and schools 
is an important positive aspect of Germany as an indus- 
trial location. [passage omitted] 


Newspapers Praise Herzog Forcign Policy Speech 
95P20702 


[FBIS Media Note] German President Roman Herzog’s 
13 March speech on foreign affairs was received posi- 
tively by leading German newspapers, with many com- 
mentators highlighting the president's push for more 
public discussion of foreign policy issues. Some papers 
were very supportive of Herzog’s call for Germany to 
assume more responsibility in the international arena, 
while others emphasized the need for more unity in 
Bonn on major foreign policy issues. 


In his first major speech on foreign policy, delivered 
before the German Society for Foreign Policy on 13 
March, President Herzog urged Germany to take a 
stronger role in the foreign policy sphere, saying that 
Germany has reached the end of the “‘free ride” and that 
the country is “a player in the concert of great democra- 
cies, whether it wants to be or not.’ Herzog specifically 
called on Germany to join other major world powers in 
fighting against aggression and genocide, asserting that 
Germany “must be prepared” to use military force 
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“when all other means” of handling disputes fail 
(FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE, 14 March). 


Praise for Herzog 


Reaction to the speech in leading German newspapers 
was very positive, with most commentaries applauding 
the president's handling of foreign policy issues and his 
call for, among other things, a more open discussion of 
foreign policy: 


— Theo Sommer, foreign policy 2ditor of the prestigious 
weekly DiE ZEIT, labeled H-:z0g’s speech “notewor- 
thy” in a 17 March commentary. Sommer called upon 
the Bundestag and the government to “take to heart” 
Herzog’s calls for foreign policy “once again” to be 
discussed in the Bundestag, for more attention to be 
paid to cultural policy in foreign affairs, and for the 
government not to “give up” on developmental policy. 


— The left-of<enter FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU 
noted on 14 March that Herzog had included in his 
speech issues that often remain in the background, 
such as the continuing need for developmental policy, 
the inseparability of foreign and international eco- 
nomic policy, and finally that foreign policy must be 
“brought closer to the citizen” and discussed more in 
Parliament. While acknowledging that Herzog had 
only spoken in generalities and not gotten involved in 
the “troublesome” ques.ion of “how” to implement 
the ideas incorporated in his speech, the commentary 
defended him, saying that he is, after all, the president, 
not the foreign minister. 


—A commentary in the 14 March STUTTGARTEP 
ZEITUNG praised Herzog’s speech for “precisely 
describing” both the tasks and the goals of German 
foreign policy. The commentary asserted that the 
speech filled a large gap in the foreign policy sphere, 
since both Chancellor Helmut Kohl and Foreign Min- 
ister Klaus Kinkel seem to value “action” over “talk.” 
It is even more important to “convince people” as the 
times become “more unpredictable” and the industri- 
alized countries focus more ard more on themselves, 
the commentary said. 


Taking the Lead 


Some commentaries highlighted Herzog’s call for Ger- 
many to accept its position as a major world power and 
to work together with other leading democracies in 
solving internatiqnal crises. Writing in the right- 
of-center daily DIE WELT on 18 March, leading foreign 
policy commentator Jochen Thies agreed with Herzog 
that Germany must take more responsibility in interna- 
tional politics. He lamented that the country does not 
appear inclined to receive the message in Herzog’s 
speech, but declared there is “no doubt” that Germany 
must assume more responsibility in the international 
arena and share the risks with its partners. While saying 
that the Clinton administration has had patience with 
Bonn, he added that in the United States there is ‘“‘no 
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question” that Germany will be prepared to become a 
“global player” in world politics “in the foreseeable 
future.” Thies ended his commentary with a warning 
that the United States appears “discouraged” by “‘set- 
backs” in Somalia, the Balkans, and with other UN 
operations and that while Great Britain and France are 
trying to impede the feeling of isolation on the part of the 
United States, a great deal depends on German behavior. 
He also cited the “militaristic arms buildup” by China 
and the “aggressive behavior” of Iran and Iraq as issues 
that concern Germany. Similarly, the Berlin daily DER 
TAGESSPIEGEL on 14 March asserted that those 
hearing or reading Herzog’s speech would ask themselves 
why there is any argument between the parties on foreign 
policy. ““There is no more excuse for freeloading,” said 
the commentary, “and the Gulf war taught us that the 
checkbook is only conditionally suitable” as a foreign 


policy tool. 
More Unity 


Other commentaries used Herzog’s speech to press for 
more unity among the parties and within the government 
on foreign policy issues. A commentary in the 17 March 
weekly RHEINISCHER MERKUR, while noting that 
Herzog’s call for the Bundeswehr to be used as a “‘last 
resort” in helping to manage international disputes is 
closer to the government's position than that of the 
opposition, claimed that Herzog’s speech should “facil- 
itate a new consensus on security policy.” HAM- 
BURGER ABENDBLATT on 14 March directed its 
complaints at Foreign Minister Kinkel and unnamed 
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Bundestag members, charging that Herzog’s ideas could 
be implemented only by a foreign minister who consults 
with his colleagues before leaning “far out of the 
window” and a Bundestag with rejsresentatives willing to 
“see and accept German interests.” The commentary 
ended by calling for a “revival” of the debate over 


foreign policy. 


Arms Sdile Position Duc to ‘Old Stocks’ 


AU1904122195 Munich FOCUS in German 15 Apr 95 
pié 


[Unattributed report: “German Secondhand Dealers”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Last year, the FRG was the 
world’s second largest arms seller, just behind the United 
States. In total, in 1994, the Federal Government 
approved the sale of tanks, guns, and submarines valued 
at 4.2 billion German marks [DM]. This is the result of 
a study by two peace research institutes in the United 
States and Sweden. 


Nine out of 10 systems come, however, from old stocks 
of the National People’s Army (NVA) and the 
Bundeswehr. A large part of that has been given away to 
NATO partners for free. Therefore, the Federal Govern · 
ment says that exports were worth only DM2.75 billion. 


Bad times for German arms factories. They hardly sell 
new equipment to other countries, but just refit old 
materiel for export. Over the past two years they have, 
therefore, abolished 150,000 jobs. 
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Balladur Condemas Oklahoma City Bombing 
AU2004093895 Paris AFP in English 0923 GMT 20 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, April 20 (AFP)— French 
Prime Minister Edouard Balladur Thursday [20 April] 
condemned the car bomb attack in the U.S. State of 
Oklahoma and offered to send a crack search and rescue 
team, used in the Kobe earthquake, to help look for 
survivors. 


In a statement, Balladur expressed his “indignation” at 
the blast which has left at least 31 dead, Balladur said he 
had made the offer of the crack team to the US. 
Ambassador to France, Pamela Harriman. 


Balladur expressed his “emotion and indignation over 
the corwardly attack which has so painfully hit the 
people of Oklahoma City” and his “saddened sympathy 
to the American people, linked to the French people in so 
many ways.” 


A statement said that the search team, specialized in 
looking for surivors after attacks or natural disasters, was 
availabie to the U.S. authorities irnmediately. 


Balladur Discusses Forcign Policy Issucs 


Interviewed on Europcan Policy 
BR1904132195 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
19 Apr 9S p 11 


[Interview with Prime Minister Edouard Balladur by 
Giampiero Martinotti in Paris; date not given: “Dreams 
Are Not Enough for France”) 


[FBIS Translated Excerpi] [Passage omitted] [Marti- 
notti] Mr. Balladur, with the election coming nearer the 
election campaign has changed its appearance. The great 
debate on ideas called for by all the candidates seems to 
have given way to personal rivalries. Do you not think 
that the duel between you and Jacques Chirac has 
concealed the real stakes in the election”? 


Balladur] I do not want to go into election controversies. 

want to explain my plan to the French people to make 
it easier for them to make a decision. I want to show that 
between resignation and dreaming there is room for 
hope and responsibility. 


[Martinotti] One of the themes of the campaign was the 
contradiction between change and continuity. You have 
been perceived as the candidate of continuity. What 
main lines in your pitform would represent a break with 
the past? 

[Baliadur] First of all, | would like to point out that I am 
not the candidate of continuity. Lionel Jospin is the one 
who has to bear the legacy of two seven-year socialist 
presidential terms. Furthermore, for the past two years 
my government has been yang France and these 
efforts are beginning to bear fruit: the return of growth 


and lower unem ploy ment. | am aware that a campaign is 
not waged on the basis of a balance sheet, but if this 
balance sheet were not positive my opponents would be 
talking about it. Getting back to your question, various 
tough measures should mark a new clan if | am elected. 
I will give you three examples: priority on employment, 
with a reduction in social charges that will lower labor 
costs by 19 percent; the right to a second chance in 
school, university, and a professional career with paid 
training for a maximum of three years; and — 
freedom, with the recourse by the people to the 
tutional Court, among other things. 


[Martinotti] After your fall in the polls you changed your 
style, causing more than one comment. What aces do you 
have up your sleeve and what are your handicaps’ 


pues ur] All I wanied to do was to explain to the 
rench people—as best and most directly as I could— 
what the content of my platform was. To do this I 
prefecred most often to go out and mect them. France 
needs a president who has an ambitious and fair plan. 
The French people do not need dream and illusion 
merchants. They want promises to be kept and they want 
the president to guarantee equal opportunities for 
everyone. I want to speak a language of truth and I will 
keep the promises I make. I will leave it up to you to 
judge whether this is a handicap or an asset. 


[Martinotti] Let us talk about Europe, about which there 
has not really been any debate. You have said that you 
want to do everything possible to implement the si 
currency as early as 1997. Is that a realistic goal’ 
France be able to comply with the convergence criteria 
by then? 


[Balladur] The ratification of the Maastricht Treaty gave 
rise to a lively debate which had the merit of pushing the 
politicians to explain to the French people what was at 
stake. Today, it has been ratified and those people who 
want to call this ratification into question are in the 
minority. Their concerns deserve to be taken into con- 
sideration, but in a calmer climate. I have already had 
the opportunity to say that I am determined to do 
everything I can to work toward the transition to the 
single currency in 1997, because that will guarantee 
monetary and financial stability. We have met four of 
the five convergence criteria set by the Maastricht 
Treaty. Only our government debt is too high and has to 
be cut. For the past two years I have endeavored to do 
ust that. My plan for Europe is ambitious, but realistic. 
t is possibie to achieve the single currency in 1997 if we 
all believe in it and want it. As for me, I have the political 
will and I am convinced that our country has the 
economic capacity to do it. 


[Martinotti] Beyond the year of application, be it 1997 or 
1999, it is likely that two large countries, such as Spain 
and Italy, will not be in a position to take part in 
monetary union. How should this situation be handled? 
Does o this not lead inevitably to the creation of a “hard 
core’ 
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[Balladur] The enlargement of the European Union [EU] 
and the deepening of its common policies must go hand 
in hand with a reform of its institutions and its architec- 
ture. Tomorrow's Europe will not be able to operate on 
its present foundations. Its institutions must be made 
more democratic, brought closer to the people, and made 
more efficient. Its organization must be based on dif- 
ferent areas of cooperation, in a way that allows cach 
country to deepen its relations with the other EU 
memb-t states in certain areas. The domain of common 
law must encompass the EU countries which share the 
Community patrimony, the single market, common pol- 
icies, and foreign and security policy. A broader area 
should encom pass those countries awaiting membership 
and those which, while they do not intend to become 
members, have privileged relations with the Commu- 
nity. Smaller areas should bring together the member 
states which want to go further in certain areas, such as 
currency, defense, and security. 


[Martinotti] But does that not in fact lead to the creation 
of a “hard core?” 


[Balladur] No. These areas will remain open to everyone, 
and economic and monetary union illustrates that. Any 
member siate can join in provided that it meets the 
convergence criteria. That is why I reject the term “hard 
core,” because it makes one think that there are several 
categories of member states and, in particular, ihat some 
states are excluded from privileged cooperation. France 
is Mediterranean by virtue of its and its Latin 
culture. The enlargement of the European Union to 
include three new members has pushed the Union's 
center of gravity toward the north. To combat this 
imbalance France, Spain, and Italy —which will hold the 
European presidency until 1996—have to coordinate 
their efforts and develop an ambitious pro- 
Mediterranean policy to serve as a counterweight. Spain 
and Italy will not be sidelined. 


[Martinotti] Next year the intergovernmental conference 
is to discuss the application of the Maastricht Treaty. 
What are the objectives? 


[Balladur] The Union must be reformed. Our decision- 
making process is complex and the future enlargement 
could lead to total blockage. The broad outlines of a 
reform are clear: a smaller Commission, a more realistic 
weighting of votes within the Council, and a simplifica- 
tion of the ways in which the European Parliament is 
involved in the decisionmaking process. I attach partic- 
ular importance to one thing: that the review of the 
institutional mechanisms make foreign and security 
policy more efficient. The intergovernmental conference 
will also have to undertake to make the Union more 
transparent, more democratic, and closer to the people. 
It must shore up the role of political authority, fight the 
temptation to regulate everything, and do a better job 
involving national parliaments in the process of Euro- 
pean integration. Lastly, we must avoid having enlarge- 
ment lead to a dilution of the Union, transforming it into 
a mere free-trade zone. 
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[Martinoti] Will the convergence criteria for the singje 
currency have to be reviewed” 


[Balladur] | do not want them changed. | have told you 
how, in my opinion, the transition to the singe currency 
will be possible in 1997. In this respect, complying with 
the conv criteria is crucial if we are to success- 
fully align the economies of countries that want to adopt 
the common currency. I am sure that some people wiil 
call for them to be softened. That seems dangerous to 
me. It would be like opening Pandora's box and exposing 
ourselves to the ris} of jeopardizing the principles on 
which we agreed. 


Secks UN Response 
AU1904123895 Paris AFP in English 1116 GMT 19 Apr 95 


[By Michael Thurston} 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Paris, April 19 (AFP)— 
French Prime Minister Edouard Balladur called on the 
UN Security Council Wednesday [19 April] to approve 
within 48 hours measures France is demanding to avoid 
a pullout of its peacekeeping troops from Bosnia. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Speaking on French radio, he said he hoped the UN 
Security Council would approve the French draft 
“within 48 hours.” 


“We cannot wait indefinitely” he said. 


Government spokesman Philippe Douste-Blazy later 
quoted him as saying in a cabinet meeting: “If satisfac- 
tory results are not obtained” for the security of UN 
troops in Bosnia, “France would have to decide to 
withdraw French soldiers,” 


“It is all now up to the Security Council,” he added. 
[passage omitted] 


The slay ings of two French soldiers over the weekend has 
brought the possibility of a withdrawal of troops closer 
than ever to the top of the political agenda. Balladur said 
the killings “bear witness to the worsening of the situa- 
tion which will inevitably bring into question UN oper- 
ations and therefore the withdrawal of French forces.” 


“It is to avoid such an outcome, the dangers of which we 
all know and which would cali into question two years of 
effort, that France is asking the Security Council to take 
all measures necessary,” he added. [passage omitted] 


The issue of pulling French peacekeepers out of Bosnia 
has suddenly became an issue in France's presidential 
election campaign, in which Balladur is struggling to 
revive his chances. 


The prime minister, who is trailing in third place behind 
the favourite, fellow Gaullist Jacques Chirac, and 
socialist candidate Lionel Jospin, has benefitted from 
the limelight as his rivals have tried to outbid him. 
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Only one candidate, far rightist Jean-Marie Le Pen, has 
called for outright withdrawal of the French forces, 
saying it was “an aberration and criminal to throw men 
into such a confused scrum.” 


Comments on NPT, Algeria 

NC1904184495 Cairo MENAin Arabic 1620 GMT 
19 Apr 95 

Translated Text} Cairo, 19 Apr (MENA)—French 
Prime Minister Edouard Balladur, one of the prominent 
candidates for the French presidency, has stated that his 
country understands the Egyptian stance on not 
extending the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty indefi- 
nitely and affirmed that Egypt and France support an 
independent stance on international issues. 


Balladur said in an interview to be published in today's 
issue of AHRAM HEBDO, a French newspaper pub- 
lished in Cairo, that his country supports President 
Mubarak’'s to turn the Middle region into 
a region free of weapons of mass destruction. 


Balladur reviewed relations between France and the 
Arab world since General Charles de Gaulle’s time, 
saying Paris has a deep knowledge of the Arab people. It 
adheres to preserving the peace process in the region. He 
highlighted what his country has offered in aid to the 
Palestinian Authority to establish a just and comprehen- 
sive peace. 

Regarding the situation in Algeria, the French prime 
minister rejected criticism against hit country that it 
shows bias toward the ruling regime in Algeria. He said: 
I cannot let it be said that France is trying to hamper a 
peaceful solution to the problems in Algeria. Balladur 
condemned violence in all its forms and confirmed that 
dialogue and consultation alone could lead to a solution 
to the Algerian crisis. 


The French prime minister said it is not appropriate to 
stop international aid to Algeria, because the Algerian 
people will be the victims. 


Senior Official: No Lifting of Iraqi Sanctions 
9SP20722 


[FBIS Media Note] Advocates of a lifting of the embargo 
against Iraq are steadily increasing in France, wrote 
Didier Grange, a high-ranking civil servant, in the 11 
April Paris daily LIBERATION. They apparently forget 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, its Ciolations of human rights, 
and the threat the annexation of Kuwait would have 
represented for the Middle East and the oil market 
Although war should not be considered a foreign policy 
tool, these advocates should be reminded that Iraq's 
intransigence left no other choice to the international 
community but a recourse to arms to liberate Kuwait. 
Today, an Iraq “rapidly cleansed of its past faults” 
refuses to put an end to international sanctions by fully 
respecting UN Security Council resolutions, notably 
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with regard to biological weapons. »=d ignores the pleas 
for the return of the 600 Kuwaiti citizens who disap- 
during the Iraqi occupation, Grange continued. 

could also alleviate the plight of its own people 

by agrecing to the UN offer to allow the sale of oil 
goods. Iraq is not a victim, 
ip and a 
totalitarian regime in the hands of a clan.” It is also an 
¢ country threatening the area's equilibrium, 
which massively used chemical Iranian 
armies, thus presaging what might have been if it had 
been able to procure biological and nuclear arms as well. 





The gap between these facts and the arguments of those 
wishing to lift the embargo is such that one can justifi- 
ably wonder about the hidden reasons of this campaign, 
Grange continued. The industrial circles hoping to par- 
ticipate in Iraq's reconstruction first come to mind. 
While this lobby represents legitimate interests, only the 
hat-be can determine whether it should lead 
France to distance itself from its Western and Arab allies 
and effect a hement with a “detestable” regime. 
Advocates of lifting the embargo often intersperse their 
defense of Iraq with “virulent” attacks against the 
United States. They come from both the Right and the 
Left, Grange commented. As a result, the offensive in 
favor of lifting sanctions becomes a “global accusation” 
— U.S. policy and a choice between Saddam 
usayn and Bill Ciinton. In fact, what is one to make of 
the supposed opposition between France and the United 
States in that part of the world, Grange wondered. That 
Washington defends its interests in the Gulf area as 
elsewhere surprises no one, he continued. That it does so 
with the “brutality” that power allows is again unsurpris- 
ing, especially in light of France's past behavior in its 
rican preserve. re, the problem is not the 
United States’ use of its influence, but whether this 
coincides with French interests. The answer is affirma- 
tive, Grange asserted, given that the United States and 
France both seek peace in the Middle East, the security 
of Israel and the Arab monarchies, and a brake to Iraqi 
and Iranian expansionism. The divergence in methods 
can be explained by history, geography, and the different 
degrees of power, similarly, the exacerbation of com mer- 
cial competition is natural. One should not see a conflict 
in the normal game of international relations, but rather 
a “deep convergence of interests and occasional differ- 
ences,” Grange remarked. Normalizing relations with 
Iraq is to accept Saddam Husayn's regime like any other. 
it is no coincidence that France is the only country in the 
West to speak in favor of Iraq. “A fruit of history,” the 
French tradition has been “to see in a tyrant the leader 
who forcibly gives birth to a nation,” asseried 
The French political class has always been fascinated by 
strongmen such as Ethiopia's Mengistu, Zaire's Mobutu, 
and Cuba's “extravagant declining patriot,” Castro. 
While for its part the United States, an advocate of 
democracy, practices realpolitik itself—as witnessed by 
its policy toward China and Saudi Arabia— the firmness 
of its Iraqi policy is the only “honorable” one. To reject 
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the lifting of the embargo is not only, for France, to give 
proof of realism in light of an always threatening Iraqi 
policy, but also to “choose human rights against force, 
break with traditional rightist and leftist tolerance 
toward dictators, and prefer to side with the United 
States and Great Britain rather than China and Russia.” 
Grange concluded. 


Chirac Criticizes Bank of France Governor 
BR1404124895 Paris LIBERATION in French 14 Apr p 16 


[Article by Pascal Riche: “Chirac Dryly Attacks the 
Governor of the Bank of France”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] At the beginning of the cam- 
paign, Jacques Chirac was very cautious whenever it 
came to talking about the franc and its accessories: 
monetary policy, the Maastricht Treaty, the cuvernor of 
the central bank, etc. Bolstered by his good standing in 
the polls, he now feels strong enovgh to speak his mind 
somewhat more clearly. And yesterday, Jean-Claude 
Trichet was the subject. 


Asked on France-Info about the recommendations of the 
governor of the Bank of France, who has just stated that 
he favors keeping salary increases “moderate” (because, 
in his opinion, the danger of inflation returning cannot 
be ruled out), Jacques Chirac responded in no uncertain 
terms: “The governor of the Bank of France is not there 
to indicate to the government the policy it should pursue 
in the economic field, nor to the social partners what 
they should do. I know that some of these followers of 
intellectual conformity, who are present everywhere and 
who intervened in a commission of the plan headed by 
Mr. Minc (Balladur supporter— LIBERATION editor's 
note), say that unemployment can only be effectively 
fought by reducing purchasing power by the year 2000. 
Well, I say that this is completely absurd economically, 
and unjust socially. And I believe that | have as much 
authority and as many titles as those poopie to speak 
about it.” He drove in the nail: “It is not because he 
(Trichet) has responsibilities, which no one is contesting, 
that all the judgments he offers must be taken as the Holy 
Scripture.” 


In a few words Jacques Chirac has thus decided to clearly 
distance himself from the governor of the Bank of France 
and his convictions. In doing so, he drew the line which 
the latter must not cross, if by chance the mayor of Paris 
becomes president of the Republic. In substance: Presi- 
dent Chirac would not challenge the independence of the 
Bank of France, but in return the governor must stay in 
his place, and not get involved in what is not strictly 
under his jurisdiction. 


These com ments will go straight to the heart of those at 
the core of the RPR for the Republic), which is 
mostly anti-Maastricht despite the appeals to vote “yes” 
in the referendum made in 1992 by the party's main 
figures. Jean-Claude Trichet has always been a good 
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target: Former director of Edouard Balladur’s cabinet 
(during the first cohabitation), and former director of the 
Treasury, he represents both “cut-off-from-reality” 
senior government and the strategy of the strong franc, 
pursued by France for 10 years. But in attacking Jean- 
Claude Trichet by name, he puts the aewly-won inde- 

of the Bank of France (January 1994) to its 
first major political test. 


While repeating that the actions of the Bank of France 
are “transpartisan and apolitical,” Jean-Claude Trichet 
has in the last several months certainly not shied away 
from taking positions on everything which could directly 
or indirectly affect the conduct of the monetary policy 
for which he is responsible (like his colleagues in the 
German Bundesbank). In particular, he publicly warned 
about the drift in public deficits, and allowed himself 20 
suggest undertaking ‘structural reforms” to revamp the 
financing of social protection. An attitude which partic- 
ularly irritated the government of Edouard Balladur in 
general, end Nicolas Sarkozy, the budget minister, in 
particular In November 1994, the latter took aim at 
hel Sapin, the former Socialist finance minister, who 
has since moved to the Monetary Policy Council (CFM) 
of the Bank of France, explaining that there were “no 
lessons" he could teach him. But these smali skirmishes 
were conducted with capped swords, the Trichet— 
Balladur connection preventing genuine breaks. If 
Chirac has the future which the polls promise him, the 
relations between the government and the central bank 
risk quickly becoming more tense. 


Such tensions will probably not be bearable in the 
medium term. In countries where there is an indepen- 
dent central bank, such as Germany or the United States, 
differences of opinion exist but the government and the 
central bank always end up finding a cordial modus 
vivendi, if only for the sake of appearances in interna- 
tional meetings like the G-7. There is therefore no doubt 
that if he is elected, Jacques Chirac and his government 
on the one hand, and Jean-Claude Trichet and his 
council on the other, wil! attempt to quickly overcome 
their differences. 


Jospin Discusses Elcction Campaign Strategy 
9SESO200B Paris PARIS MATCH in French 30 Mar 95 
pp 54-57 


[Interview with Lionel — the Socialist presidential 

candidate, by Laurence rel and Valerie Masson- 

a place and date not given: “The Women in Ilis 
fe") 


[FBIS Translated Text] It was in the Latin Quarter—at 
the Balzar restaurant and bar, a particular favorite of 
Lionel Jospin's—that Jospin and his a last 
Sunday [26 March] celebrated the very real upsu 

progrcss of his campaign. Surrounded by his wife *342* 
and his sister Noelle Chatelet, the Socialist candidate was 
exukant. Francois Mitterrand had just given him his 
officia! support, at a moment when certain intellectuals of 
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the Left were turning away from him. Moreover, all of the 
polls continue to predict that it is he who will be facing 
Jacques Chirac in the second round. After spending part of 
the morning in the library, Lionel Jospin allowed him- 
self—at this uncheon—a moment of relaxation which, 
however, did not break the continuity of his campaign 
because he has Sylviane as his closest adviser while Noelle 
is in charge of organizing the support committees. On the 
ious day, the members of the powerful Pas-de-Calais 
federation had welcomed this man who today wants to 
organize a resuscitated Left. 


[PARIS MATCH] After 14 years of the reign of Francois 
Mitterrand, is it not very diificult to attempt to be his 
successor? 


[Jospin] It is not a question of a reign or a succession but 
rather of a new presidential election at the conclusion of 
a presidential term. I am a candidate with my convic- 
tions and my values, which are those of many French 
citizens. What is important today is the future: what I am 
proposing and what we are going to accomplish. 


[PARIS MATCH] Js the balance sheet for these 14 years 
“generally positive” or is it instead difficult to prepare? 


[Jospin] There are many achievements of which we can 
be proud: decentralization; retirement at 60 years of age; 
abolition of the death penalty; modernization of the 
economy; France’s European commitment; and the 
unprecedented effort in behalf of education, research, 
and culture. But mistakes have been made, from which 
there are lessons to be learned, and many things remain 
to be done. 


[PARIS MATCH] “I shall vote for Lionel Jospin,” 
Francois Mitterrand declared, “and I hope that those 
who have supported me will do likewise.” That is sup- 
port without any great enthusiasm, is it not? 


[Jospin] It is a clear political endorsement and an appeal 
for support for my candidacy. I do not ask for more. It is 
now up to me to tell the French people what we can do 


together. 


[PARIS MATCH] Do you believe it was wrong for 
certain close associates of the president— Pierre Berge 
and Mitterrand’s nephews, Frederic and Jean-Gabriel 
Mitterrand—to have given their support to Chirac? 


[Jospin] No. These individuals have the Right to make 
their own choice; they represent themselves and not 
Francois Mitterrand. These “rallyings,”” as you put it, 
that have given rise to some sarcasm, l therefore find 
amusing. 


[PARIS MATCH] By your candidacy, are you calling for 
an end to the “socialism in sequins’ or the “caviar 
Left”? 


[Jospin] | am fond of caviar and have nothing against 
sequins on holiday evenings, but a political style of the 
Left cannot be described in that manner. 


FRANCE 2 


[PARIS MATCH] You are therefore a plain“ socialist, 
as your slogan says: “With Lionel Jospin, that is plain!” 


[Jospin] What interests me in the Left is its genuineness, 
its basic demands for justice, its concern for the dignity 
of everyone and for sharing the advances that society is 
capable of making. This requires that clear choices be 
made. 


[PARIS MATCH] Have the Urba case, and now the 
Tapie-Meliick case, encouraged you to become the 
Socialist “Mr. Clean”? 


[Jospin] I am not a “Mr. Clean.” I abhor the fact that a 
deputy is able to bear false witness. I have always 
thought that a responsible politician should observe a 
certain level of ethics. As for the Urba case, it derives 
from an era when there was no legislation to regulate the 
financing of public life and political campaigns. That 
may well be an excuse for the past, but the financial 
scandals involving the parties of the Right are quite 
different in scope. Today there is legislation that greatly 
restricts the financing of the campaign. We shall observe 


it scrupulously. 
[PARIS MATCH] You have always been careful to 
respect the rules concerning integrity. 


[Jospin] I was brought up that way, and I have since then 
come to realize that the principles I was taught are good 
principles. Republican morality accords well with the 
elegance that I admire in actions taken in life in general. 


[PARIS MATCH] At 57 years of age, you are the 
youngest of the three major candidates. Do you feel that 
you are genuinely different from Chirac and Balladur, in 
that you offer the French people a different style for 
leading the nation? 


[Jospin] I am the youngest, that is true. But I want above 
all to disassociate myself from the traditional models 
and to embody a new style of being and acting in politics: 
a more modern, more citizen-oriented style that is closer 
to the people. With their conventional styles— Balladur 
with his somewhat Louis-Philippe-like attitudes and 
Chirac with his demagogic tendencies—belong to the 
past. 


{PARIS MATCH] Do you feel that you have arrived at 
the Right moment to link your national ambition to that 
of the nation? 


[Jospin] An election is a meeting between a man and his 
country, at a given moment. I feel that I am ready. 
France is today passing through a period of political 
disorientation: it has been seized with doubt concerning 
its political and economic leadership. France needs a 
new generation of leaders—I am not talking here about 
their age—who will clearly indicate the course of their 
action and in whom the nation will be able to recognize 
itself. This is true for the world of young people, the 
world of business, and the world of politics. France needs 
to separate itself from its somewhat rigid hierarchical 
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Latin models and turn toward a more effective democ- 
racy. I feel that I can be the person who will embody this 
change. 


[PARIS MATCH] Your program—“1995-2000: Pro- 
posals for France” —is a far cry from the “Change Life” 
slogan of 1981. In SO pages you have set forth a rather 
moderate social-democratic program. Even Mitterrand’s 
1988 “Letter to the French People” seemed more 
dynamic. Do you therefore want to appear, in the eyes of 
the French people, even more moderate than you are? 


[Jospin] I do not agree with your interpretation. I have 
prepared a modern, innovative, and responsible pro- 
gram. I am making realistic but bold proposals con- 
cerning jobs, a reduction of inequalities, the budget, and 
Social Security. The French people have seen us govern, 
and I have to propose a course of action in which they 
can believe. I want to solve the most urgent problems 
simultaneously — housing, narcotics, and AIDS, for 
example—and also those problems that concern the 
future, such as education and the environment. Who else 
among the major candidates is talking seriously about 
these issues? 


[PARIS MATCH] How exactly do you expect to reduce 
unemployment— the number one problem of the French 


people? 


[Jospin] I believe that unemployment is like a fire in our 
society that must be combated simultaneously from all 
sides and by every possible means, with the overall 
operation being orchestrated by a genuine volunteerism 
on the part of the state. There must be a simultaneous 
combination of a controlled increase in wages; a negoti- 
ated reduction in working hours; job-creation programs 
(public housing, jobs close to housing, and so forth); a 
reduction in the social contributions levied on low 
wages; and the inauguration of major European public 
works. There are many ways to deal with the employ- 
ment problem. I say that none of them can be neglected. 


[PARIS MATCH] You also advocate “lowering the legal 
duration of the work week to 37 hours in 1997." When 
you see the German metals industry reducing the work 
week by the end of the year without any change in wages, 
do you not think your proposals look like small steps that 
are taken belatedly? 


[Jospin] No, I do not. It is obviously one stage. No 
candidate of the Right is making any such proposal. 


[PARIS MATCH] You also want the CSG [General 
Social Contribution] “to be made general.” That is not 
going to please the French people! 


[Jospin] I say that it should be made general on income 
from capital, nothing more than that. Today, income 
from capital is taxed less heavily than income from 
labor. That is unfair and must be changed. We have in 
fact said that we will not touch the people’s savings. 
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[PARIS MATCH] Then the obligatory withholding— 
which is already very high—wili not be reduced if you 
are elected? 


[Jospin] It also increased in the Chirac era, and it has 
increased under Balladur. The reduction of the obliga- 
tory withholding will come when the budget deficit is 
reduced, when health care costs are brought under con- 
trol, and above all, when there is a resumption of 
economic growth. 


{PARIS MATCH] Your program is so reasonable that 
Robert Hue and Arlette Laguiller are liable to creep up in 
the polis. What do you think of them? 


[Jospin] It does not bother me if Robert Hue improves 
the score of the Communist Party, if it is not at the 
expense of the Left as a whole. We must think in terms of 
the second round. 


{PARIS MATCH] And what about Arlette Laguiller? 


[Jospin] I respect her. She is a woman of conviction and 
perseverance. I am far from agreeing with her, however. 


[PARIS MATCH] And what about Dominique Voynet, 
the Greens candidate? 


[Jospin] She has ideas and talent. We have previously 
worked together on the foundations of social change. 


[PARIS MATCH] Have you contacted these candidates 
to discuss what they will do in the second round? 


[Jospin] There will certainly be contacts with some of 
them. There will always be time to think about this after 
the first round. I believe we will be united against the 
Right in the second round. 


[PARIS MATCH] Do you believe Balladur is capable of 
making a comeback in the polls? 


[Jospin] No, I hardly think so. 


[PARIS MATCH] Assuming that you make it through 
the first round, how will you campaign against Chirac? 


{Jospin} I will be representing a France that labors, 
creates, and innovates: that is to say, the wage earners, 
the researchers, the managers, the young farmers, and 
the young people in the liberal professions— those who 
do not have huge incomes and who do not live in the 
world that is dominated by an artificial hierarachy based 
on money. 


[PARIS MATCH] Do you believe the new image that 
Chirac has projected of himself--the image of a candi- 
date who is calm, resolute, imaginative, and socially 
oriented? 


[Jospin] Calm? I do not know. Imaginative and socially 
oriented? Definitely not. Chirac realized that Balladur 
was the embodiment of conservatism, and accordingly 
opted for an inside 4° the tactical objective of 
which is to win power. He has no clear-cut or lasting 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














FBIS-WEU-95-076 
20 April 1995 


convictions, however. He is very susceptible to influ- 
ences and is changeable: sometimes Reaganian, some- 
times Thatcherian, sometimes pseudo-extremist in style 
but always on the Right. I therefore do not believe in his 
social conversion. 


“My Models: Valles, J aures, Mendes, and My 
Grandfather, a Workingman Who Loved Opera” 
[PARIS MATCH] What are your historical models— 
those to which you consistently make reference? 


[Jospin] I could mention three: Jules Valles, Jean Jaures, 
and Mendes. Valles, for his rebellious spirit, his courage, 
and his humanity, manifested even in a violent era. He 
was a man of the people who knew poverty, a true 
insurgent of the revolutionary France of 1848 and the 
Commune. Jean Jaures, who symbolized the movement 
toward a calmer society and the progress achieved under 
a political democracy, and who personified justice and 
lyricism but also the incredible fragility of the conquest 
of democracy and peace. And lastly Mendes, who was 
able to find answers to the serious problems that arose 
after the 1939-1945 war. He provided me with a line of 
conduct in regard to public affairs and colonialism. He 
was able to help us build the right road. 


[PARIS MATCH] What are the books to which you 
regularly have reference? 


[Jospin] I especially like the works of the Romantic 
period. I often reread Balzac, Hugo, Zola, and Maupas- 
sant. I also like contemporary literature, and especially 
Latin American literature. 


[PARIS MATCH] Do you like music? 


[Jospin] I used to play the violin, but I no longer have it 
with me. In particular, chamber music and opera are for 
me a means of escape. 


[PARIS MATCH] Who in your family influenced you 
the most? 


[Jospin] It was my father, a teacher, who spent his entire 
career in education working with children in trouble. He 
had a strong personality and was an exceptional speaker. 
My mother, who is still with us and so very close to us, 
was a midwife. But the one who was perhaps the most 
disadvantaged of all was my maternal grandfather, an 
ironworker, very handsome, with an immense white 
beard. He was a man from the south, from Tarn- 
et-Garonne, a very cheerful man. Above all, he had an 
extraoardinary natural talent: a superb voice. He learned 
opera completely on his own and almost got to sing at the 
Capitole in Toulouse. He was an exceptional example of 
a self-taught person, such as you dream of meeting one 


day. 

Newspapers Comment on Presidential Election 
95P20721 

[FBIS Media Note] 


FRANCE 25 


Conflicting Political. Social Trend 

While French politics are “vigorously” conservative, 
French society is experiencing an “effervescence” that 
looks to the Left, as shown by the rise of social conflicts 
and trade union demonstrations, wrote Alain Duhamel 
in the 8 April Paris weekly LE POINT. Following years 
of “crisis, anxiety, efforts, and sacrifices,”’ workers 
appear to be “rejecting resignation” to return to a more 
combative stand, Duhamel continued. Normally, the 
period of presidential elections has implied a social 
truce. However, the reverse is true at this time. Encour- 
aged by the various candidates, workers are demanding 
their share of profits. Reinvigorated by the climate of 
economic improvement, but expecting the victory of a 
rightist candidate, public sector workers are now preven- 
tively mobilizing against any challenge to their status. A 
social campaign has thus intruded on the political land- 
scape, Duhamel commented. With the likely return of a 
rightist presidency, social realities will influence the 
options of the next head of state, who will have to reform 
“rapidly and in depth” while still taking into account 
rising social pressures. 


Poll on Prime Ministerial Preferences 


The 6 April Paris daily LIBERATION reprinted the 
results of a Louis Harris poll conducted on behalf of LA 
LETTRE-PROFESSION POLITIQUE on 10-11 March 
(no further information given). The poll showed that 
were Prime Minister Edouard Balladur to win, 25 per- 
cent of the respondents would like Minister of Interior 
Charles Pasqua to be prime minister, ahead of Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe (23 percent) and Social Affairs 
Minister Simone Veil (20 percent). Were Paris Mayor 
Jacques Chirac the winner, Juppe is the choice of 29 
percent of the respondents, followed by Pasqua with 19 
percent, Veil with 18 percent, and National Assemb! 
President Philippe Seguin with 15 percent. Were leftist 
candidate Lionel Jospin to win, Socialist Party (PS) 
official Martine Aubry is the preferred prime minister 
(38 percent), ahead of PS luminary Jack Lang (22 per- 
cent) and former Prime Minister Michel Rocard (13 
percent). 


ae to a Louis Harris poll conducted on behalf of 
PRO ION POLITIQUE on 10 April among 1,008 
individuals, the results of which were reprinted in the 14 
April LIBERATION, 67 percent of the French would 
like Balladur or Chirac to include leftist personalities in 
the next government. Conversely, in case of a Jospin 
victory, respondents wished that, besides Socialists, the 
government include centrists (24 percent), Ecologists (21 
percent), and Communists (12 percent). 


Lalonde To Support Chirac in Second Round 


According to an article in the 14 April LIBERATION, 
aides of Brice Lalonde, leader of the Generation Ecologie 
(GE) movement, are indicating they will support Chirac 
for president in the second round. Although he praised 
the Paris mayor's environmental program on 13 April, 
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Lalonde has so far avoided a direct statement in support 
of Chirac so as not to antagonize GE sympathizers. 


Influence of Polls 


The 1995 presidential campaign was dominated by public 
opinion polls as never before, wrote Eric Dupin in the 
15-16 April LIBERATION. Polls helped determine the 
selection of candidates. Balladur “saw himself president” 
when polls constantly confirmed the “astonishing popu- 
larity of a head of government of a country deep in crisis.” 
Conversely, a number of candidates dropped out as a 
result of low standings in the polls. Former European 
Commission President Jacques Delors quit the race 
because he was convinced he only had a real chance against 
Chirac at a time when polls were favoring Balladur. 
Socialists who chose Lionel Jospin over Henri Emmanuelli 
took popularity polls into account, Dupin asserted. 


Published polls strongly influenced the support that the 
political establishment gave to the various candidates, 


& 
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Dupin continued. Pasqua would not have supported 
Balladur had poll results not predicted Balladur’s vic- 
tory. Centrists sided with Balladur because polls indi- 
cated he could best unite the Right, while many 
sympathizers of Valery Giscard d’Estaing experienced a 
newfound fervor for Chirac when the Paris mayor over- 
took the prime minister in the polls, Dupin commented. 
Polls also serve to sharpen the candidates’ strategies, and 
both Chirac and Balladur spent large sums on private 


polls. 


However, “polimania” cannot kill the fundamental 
mechanisms of the political game, Dupin asserted. 
Voters do not shift between candidates according to poll 
results. Chirac’s advance over Balladur can only be 
understood through an awareness of the present expec- 
tations of French society. Polls are thus less influential 
on voters directly than indirectly, through their exagger- 
ated influence on the media and the political actors, 
Dupin concluded. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














FBIS-WEU-95-076 
20 April 1995 


Role of ‘Sick Religion’ in Attacks Considered 
BR2004114095 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
20 Apr 95 pp 1, 4 


[Commentary by Furio Colombo: “The New Holy War”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] A big American city ends up like 
Beirut: a building gutted by a car bomb, unexploded 
devices, and the city’s public buildings evacuated while a 
“federal warning” is declared in Washington and in all 
major American cities. 


The first excited television commentaries and the first 
news reports coming in from the governor and the 
Oklahoma City police talk about a gloomy anniversary 
that could explain what is happening: the assault by 
federal agents on the fortress/sanctuary of a fundamen- 
talist Christian sect that happened exactly two yeurs ago. 


Are the explosion in Oklahoma City, the gutting of the 
government building, the dozens of victims, the dis- 
covery of other unexploded bombs in other buildings all 
the revenge for that assault? 


In the meantime the news reports mushroom out of 
Yokohama, the Japanese port. Gas was released (as 
happened in Tokyo) in the subway station at rush hour 
and at least 300 people were seriously affected. One 
cannot help but think of the religious leader Shoko 
Ashara and the “Aum Shinrikyo" sect, which is held 
responsible for the other nerve gas attack in the Tokyo 
subway. 


Back to Oklahoma City. The building attacked was the 
federal building. Every American building has a similar 
building which is something like the prefecture buildings 
in Italian cities, i.e., the symbol! of the central govern- 
ment. So there is no doubt about the symbolic signifi- 
cance of the tragic message—but who is the message 
from”? As in Japan, it is easier to see and understand the 
physical scope of the event rather than the meaning 
behind it. 


The federal building in Oklahoma City housed offices 
for all federal agencies operating in the country, for 
example the FBI, the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms, the office of the Department of 
Justice, and the U.S. Attorney. There was also a school in 
the building, explaining why so many children have been 
found among the victims of the explosion. 


Commentators, as well as the governor of Oklahoma, in 
the fragments of interview broadcast by radio and tele- 
vision, have two interpretations: Either it was done by 
the survivors of the Christian sect in Waco (one of the 
many extremist fundamentalist churches spread around 
the country) or by the Islamic fundamentalists, i.c., an 
attack by the Islamic Jihad—the Islamic holy war— 
whose main esemy is the West, in which the United 
States is the main symbol to attack. 


ITALY 27 


As was the case with the attack at the World Trade 
Center in New York in February 1993, the initial reac- 
tions to events of this magnitude are marked by a deep 
level of uncertainty and an excited rush to come up with 
some explanation. 


As in Japan, the search is complicated by possible false 
leads, the discovery of other bombs, other threats, and 
other whispered phone calls warning of fresh dangers. 


While firefighters and policemen work around the gutted 
building and while doctors and ambulances rescue the 
wounded and try to save the children, some people have 
recalled the equally accurate and violent explosion at the 
building used by the Jewish community in Buenos Aires 
on 19 July 1993. in that case a car bomb was also used. 


The memory and events of this morning come together in 
the frightened minds of those who escaped, of those who 
are watching and trying to understand. One ‘mage has 

become dominant in this tragic picture: A pecu- 
liar madness is sweeping across the world like a poisonous 
wind. This madness is dominating these events, and per- 
haps causing them. It is religious madness. 


At times one has the impression that an offensive has 
broken out simultaneously in various places around the 
world, set in motion by the same spark of sick religion. 
News reports are coming in from Boston and other 
American cities of successive threats; public buildings 
are being evacuated one after another. 


It is likely that such threats are a massive copycat action, 
someone exploiting the situation, and that the panic will 
overwhelm the true facts and continue for hours. How- 
ever, all this does not detract from the significance of this 
American tragedy and from the fact that it happened at 
the same time—certainly coincidentally, but neverthe- 
less noteworthy—as the Japanese tragedy. There is a 
dash of mystery and a lack of any clear logical links, but 
an obvious indicator—at least in the minds of the 
investigators— pointing at the crazy ents of the 
world's major religions: Buddhism in Tokyo and Yoko- 
hama, if we are to believe the ranting statements made 
by the “believers,” the “Christians of Waco,” if they are 
the guilty parties, and above all the Islamic Jihad. 


The Islamic scenario is prevailing in the United States at 
the end of this tragic day because of the scale of the 
event, the almost organization of the attack, and 
its great symbolic significance. 


This leads to a tormenting line of questioning. Is there a 
sort of immunity that protects deviants from the world’s 
religous groups, especially in the United States, since 
that is where they have religious freedom —and rightly 
so— even when the positions taken by certain groups are 
extreme. 


The other thought is that the world’s police seem to be 
incapable of investigating religious sects and their dan- 
gerous deviants. They certainly do not do so with the 
same tenacity they showed in the past when going after 
political terrorism. 
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Only apparently is the Islamic “holy warꝰ treated differ- 
ently. In actual fact, in the United States mosques and 
meeting centers for Muslims have stayed busy, active, 
and unmonitored, just like before the explosion at the 
World Trade Center in Manhattan. 


Naturally, a great many of these centers are merely 
meeting places for religious matters only —but probably 
not all. What happened in Oklahoma City would seem to 
demonstrate this yet again. The courage must be found 
to step forward into a new era. This is a bad time, a time 
when groups, organizations, and people who call them- 
selves religious and who are surrounded by the respect 
and caution bestowed upon religions, can be killers. 


“Obscene Sacrilege’ 
BR2004130095 Turin LASTAMPA in Italian 20 Apr 95 
pp 1,3 


[Report by Vittorio Zucconi: “The Modern Sacrilege”’] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Washington-—We have to 
remain calm. We have a duty to take revenge while 
remaining calm, confronted with a world that woke up in 
the morning with the shock wave of its incomprehensible 
madness. 


In the heart of the agricultural and harmless American 
prairie, in the Oklahoma of grain, corn, and where 
covered wagons took pioneers to the frontier, a car bomb 
exploded in front of a government buildin 3, mangling at 
least 61 adults and 17 children—some of whom were 
very young, barely newborns, absorbed in playing with 
colors while their mothers worked on the next floor up. 


In Japan, a month after the massacre in the subway, the 
gas cloud has come back, poisoning more than 400 
people on the freeway between Tokyo and Yokohama. In 
Spain another ETA [Basque Fatherland and Liberty] 
bomb has exploded wounding the leader of the People’s 
Party. In this worldwide “day of fire,” nothing seems 
certain any mois and nothing is normal any more. 


If terrorism can strike humble Oklahoma of the Bible 
and Steinbeck, if it can ravage ordinary Japan, then 
everywhere in the world is a potential Bosnia, Chechnya, 
or Palestine. [passage omitted] 


However, in respectable and wide-open Oklahoma, the 
claw marks of terrorism seemed an obscene sacrilege. 


This is probably what yesterday's attack wanted to 
achieve: to carve a scar across the heart of America. And 
if that was the aim then it hit the target. Never has the 
horror reached these proportions in the United States 
and in a such a “non-guilty” city. When the television 
cameras began to do their work via satellite at 1030, 
Eastern Daylight Savings time (1430 Italian time), 
people were at work and the lazy and sick were awaiting 
new developments in the TV soap opera that has held the 
people in its grip for months: the O.J. Simpson trial. But 
when the voice disappeared, America reacted like it 
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never has in these cases, gathering around the nation’s 
electronic “hearths,” the nearest television set, with 
summaries first on CNN and then on all the local and 
national networks. [passage omitted] 


It is no use pretending. There is not one American this 
morning who is not convinced that the sword of Islam 
has opened up the belly of America. There is not one 
politician who is not tempted to leap onto the tiger of 
pain, of this feeling of vulnerability which suddenly has 
all of America in its grip, and attack those “damned 
ragheads,” as they are called in racist slang, i.e., the 
Arabs, the Hizballah, the ayatollahs, and all the desper- 
adoes of the Islamic Jihad. The difficult test for Amer- 
ica—for us all—therefore begins today, while they are 
still looking for the big and small bodies among the ruins, 
while hundreds and hundreds of doctors rush to the 
hospitals in Oklahoma City in a rush of frontier soli- 
darity to treat the wounded free of charge. There are so 
many of them that the authorities have launched an 
appeal to hold off the white- shirted volunteers. This will 
be the test of steady nerves against hysteria, of civil 
calm ness against the temptation to anguish. Oklahoma is 
the buckle of America’s Bible Belt. But what God will the 
parents of those mangled children turn to tonight? To the 
God of Retaliation or the God who warns in severe 
tones: Vengeance is mine, not men's. 


Commentator Suggests Informal IGC Talks 


BR2004124295 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
20 Apr 95 p 12 


[Commentary by Giorgio Ruffolo: “The Ford To Be 
Crossed on Road to Europe’’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] If we ask a representative sample 
of 1,000 Italians what will be the most important event 
for Europe in 1996, it is likely that a fair portion will 
reply: the European soccer championships. It is certain 
that only a tiny minority will reply: the European 
Union's Intergovernmental Conference (IGC). Should 
we be scandalized at this oversight? Should we be 
astonished at this political indifference? This would 
seem to me to be pure hypocrisy. 


Why ever should this date, unknown to most people, 
arouse the interest of Italians? On which of the problems 
of this “fateful conference should their passions be 
kindled? Possibly on abstruse formulas such as a single- 
speed, two-speed, or three-speed Europe, an a la carte 
Europe, a hard-core Europe? On the subsidiarity prin- 
ciple? On methods of calculating weighted majorities? 
Ponderous problems, certainly, but not for the educated 
public, only for the illustrious garrison of government 
officials, diplomats, and politicians “assigned to the 
task.”’ 


The fact is that the European Union is a political 
enterprise which does not affect popular public opinion. 
Which is to say that it is not a political enterprise. The 
two axes around which it rotates are a Market and a 
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Treaty, in other words it is an economic and a diplo- 
matic fact. Both of these are technical elements. For 
Europe to become a truly political problem, it would 
have to explain to the public things which have never 
been explained: What are the objectives of a European 
Union; what could and should Europe do for its citizens; 
what does European citizenship really mean; what things 
will we be able to do and what things will we have to do 
together, we, the citizens of Europe? In these simple 
questions lies the heart of the problem of the Maastricht 
Treaty, of this small Netherlands town which has lent its 
unpronounceable name to an unreadable Treaty, a name 
which means—it appears—the ford over the River 
Maas. 


Here we have it: In 1996 the Europe of Maastricht will 
find itself precisely in the middle of a ford, if these 
questions are not posed. Because the true problem of the 
Intergovernmental Conference is not whether it should 
amend an existing treaty or pen a new constitution. Nor 
is it whether the economic and monetary union which 
the Treaty provides for should move ahead at two or 
more speeds. Nor is it whether the European Union 
should be “enlarged” or “deepened,” or enlarged and 
deepened at the same time. 


The underlying conflict relates to the nature of this 
blessed Union, between those who want a politically 
strong Europe and those who want it politically weak, if 
not even apolitical. And the fact is that the latter, who 
are continuing to grow in number, have ideas which are 
wrong but which are clear. For them, Europe can be no 
more than a treaty between sovereign states and a 
market, controlled as little as possible, whilst the others, 
the “Europeanists,” have rather confused ideas. This is 
due to the fact that the latter approach the problems 
“upside down.” They spend all their time talking of the 
means. But never about the objectives. Look, for 
example, at the so-<alled “three pillars” of the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. 


First: the one which we can define as the pillar of rights, 
and of European citizenship. A splendid opportunity, if 
ever, to explain the Union to the public! Instead of this, 
words, words, words. And procedures. Neither about 
what concrete and universal rights the Union will both 
ensure and prescribe for its citizens in the area of 
education and study diplomas; of social protection and 
security; in the electorai area; in the area of information. 


ITALY 


And yet it is precisely in these concrete areas that the 
“people” can encounter Europe. Until now the only 
visible innovation has been the abolition of passports at 
internal European borders. And even here Italy's polit- 
ical and bureaucratic administration, with its provincial 
slovenliness, has managed to miss the deadline. 


Second: foreign and defense policy. But why, rather than 
discussing to whom to entrust the administration of the 
EFSP (1 translate: European Foreign and Security 
Policy) do they not establish the practical directions of 
European action in the world? In Bosnia? In Africa? In 
the Mediterranean and the Middle East? 


Third: the most controversial item: Economic and Mon- 
etary Union. The whole accent is being placed on the 
single currency. But not even the common currency is an 
objective. It is an instrument. The objective is “the 
wealth of nations,” that is the European nations. The 
objective is strong economic development, to be pro- 
moted via that grand investment plan which [former 
European Commission President] Delors’ White Paper 
had outlined, directed at strengthening external compet- 
itiveness and increasing employment inside the Union. 
A common financial plan, also with recourse to the 
world capital market, as Delors himself suggested. A plan 
promoted and managed by an industrial policy and 
employment authority, to be accorded the same level of 
autonomy and prestige as already accorded to the Euro- 
pean Monetary Institute. 


In this way the objectives of monetary stability and 
employment would be placed on the same level. And 
com mitment to the single currency — essential in the long 
term for the internal efficiency and effectiveness of the 
European economy— would itself become more practi- 
cable. Indeed, within a framework of common economic 
institutions and objectives the problem of different 
speeds would become dedramatized, and on the contrary 
the creation of the shield by the stronger countries would 
have to be solicited, and not postponed, in order to 
constitute a critical mass which is solid toward the 
outside world and attractive to those within it. 


As we arrive at the Maastricht ford in 1996, it will be 
Italy's turn to lead the Union. A modest suggestion to 
our government and in particular to the foreign minister, 
who is meritoriously straightening out the lines of our 
European policy in the right direction. Why not pro- 
mote, from now on, an informal preparatory conference 
on the “goals of the Union"? 
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Foreign Minister Offers To Mediate Over NPT 


BR1904150095 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 19 Apr 95 
p23 


[Report by Carlos Fresneda: “Solana Aligns Himself 
With the ‘Nuclear Club’ and Offers To Mediate With 
Countries Hesitant To Renew the NPT} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] New York— Yesterday Spain 
officially aligned itself with the “nuclear club” and 
advocated the “indefinite and unconditional” renewal of 
the Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT). 


Foreign Minister Javier Solana explained the Spanish 
position—which is “in perfect harmony with the Euro- 
pean Union’’—and put himself forward as a mediator to 
Egypt and Mexico, two of the countries most hesitant to 
renew the NPT, which yesterday celebrated its 25th 
birthday. 


UN Secretary General Butrus-Ghali is doing his utmost 
to build a bridge between the two irreconcilable blocs: on 
the one hand, the five nuclear powers—the United 
States, Russia, China, Great Britain, and France—with 
the support of the European Union; on the other hand, 
the so-called “resistance group,” which wants to renew 
the NPT for a period of between five and 25 years and 
wrest a better commitment from the atomic club. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


The climax of the conference will come today with the 
speech by U.S. Vice President A) Gore, who will empha- 
size the automatic and indefinite renewal of the NPT. 


Foreign Minister Solana spoke out yesterday in harmony 
with the American stance: “Faced with the incalculable 
risk which nuclear proliferation means to all of 
humanity, only a universal and indefinite NPT can be an 
effective tool in countering this terrible threat.” 


Solana stressed the need to “strengthen the safeguards” 
contemplated in the treaty and to “boost inspections” to 
ensure compliance. The Spanish minister expressed his 
wish for “the total agreement, without discrepancies, of 
the 178 countries, so that a formal vote is not even 
needed.” [passage omitted] 


Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy 


Spain is a member of the "7 Committee and the 
Group of Nuclear Suppliers (GNS), which, according to 
Solana, has been in charge since the plenary session in 
Madrid until the recent session in Helsinki. He pointed 
out that Spain maintains that the GNS “is not a closed 
group of states setting up barriers to legitimate interna- 
tional trade,”’ and proposed a gradual and cautious 
expansion of this system to include countries which 
supply nuclear equipment, materials, and technology 
that subscribe to its principles and assume the obliga- 
tions shared by all its members. 


The Spanish foreign minister said that the application of 
export controls is not incompatible with nuclear cooper- 


ation for peaceful purposes. 
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According to him, this encourages Spain to develop 
economic development at world level, since “nuclear 
energy must not be the exclusive property of a small 
group of states.” 


Solana stressed that in recent years Spain has signed 12 
cooperation agreements for the peaceful use of nuclear 
energy in such diverse sectors as medicine and agri- 
foodstuffs. 


He added that since 1989 Spain, via the IAEA [Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency], has financed all or part of 
16 international projects and has sent—during the 
period from 1989 to 1994—some 300 experts, in partic- 
ular to Latin America and Eastern Europe, where they 
provide cooperation primarily in the development of 
nuclear energy. 

Isracl’s Beilin on Madrid's Role in Middle East 
LD1804125695 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1000 GMT 18 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Yossi Beilin, the Israeli deputy 
minister of foreign affairs, who concludes a three-day 
official visit to Madrid today, has said that the Spanish 
Government, which from July will hold the presidency 
of the European Union, can play an important role in the 
Middle East peace process. The Israeli deputy foreign 
minister added that Europe is capable of influencing the 
peace process by means of economic cooperation and 
loans for development projects, for which purpose it has 
funds of over $10 billion. 


Reaction to, Statements on ETA Car Bomb Alftack 


Gonzalez Favors M casures 


BR2004133295 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1225 GMT 
20 Apr 95 


[Unattributed report: “Gonzalez Favors Steps Against 
People Intellectually Responsible’’] 


FBIS Translated Text] Madrid, 20 Apr (EFE)—Prime 
inister Felipe Gonzalez said today in Congress that “‘it 
would be a good thing” to increase legal steps against the 
people who are intellectually responsible for the ETA 
attacks. 


Gonzalez, who gave a news conference in Congress, said 
that this was an issue “on which we have reflected quite 
a while in amazement, because there are crimes, which 
are fully covered by the law such as protection of 
terrorism, and which until now have not yet been been 


the target of legal steps.” 


Therefore, he added, ‘to support legal steps in this sense 
would be a good thing, because it is clear that there are 
intellectually responsible persons behind these events.” 


The prime minister also said that, following the attack on 
the opposition leader, all the parties subject to the 
Madrid Pact and to the Ajuria Enea Pact should organize 
an extraordinary meeting to make an evaluation. 
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Asked about the possibility of isolating Herri Batasuna 
[People’s Unity] in the municipalities following the 
upcoming 28 May local elections, Felipe Gonzalez 
answered that “it would be a politically healthy impor- 
tant measure.” 


The prime minister, who arrived in to have 
lunch with the participants of the “Days on Spain's 
Economy in the EU,” stressed that it is not correct that 
Jose Maria Aznar, who got out of an ETA attack yes- 
terday unscathed, did not use adequate security mea- 
sures. 


Gonzalez said that these measures can always be 
reviewed, “but the measures which he took were fairly 
strong, as should be the case for someone like Aznar. 
Rumors that he did not make use of these are not 
correct.” 


“Attacks always cause strong indignation and pain to the 
people who have been hit; that is what may tarnish a 
little the relief which I ex because they had 
missed their goal, which was to eliminate Jose Maria 
Aznar,” according to Gonzalez. 


In his opinion, “From a human point of view, every 
attack is equally important, but from a political point of 
view it is worth considering how much this criminal gang 
wants to destroy the free and peaceful society which we 
have built up.” 


The prime minister said that “attacks against the legiti- 
mate representative of a democratic alternative imply 
attempts to question the process of democracy and of a 
free and peaceful society.” 


The only answer to this, he said, was uniting democratic 
forces in consensus on the fight against terrorism “‘in the 
fight which we are winning” and support “strong actions 
by the State Security Forces.” [passage omitted] 


The prime minister denied any relation between the 
latest ETA attacks and the investigation on the GAL 
[Anti-Terrorist Liberation Groups], although he stressed 
that “it is difficult to enter the terrorist mind; they kill 
when they can, they know no limit as to who to kill, 
although there seems to be a tendency to select their 
crimes from specific areas.”’ [passage omitted] 


Justice Minister's Statement 
LD1904121795 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 1141 GMT 19 Apr 95 


[Statement by Justice Minister Juan Alberto Belloch in 
Madrid— live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] At this time, the government 
considers it appropriate to make an institutional state- 
ment which I shall now read out to you: 


First, the government expresses its indignation at the 
criminal act committed this morning by the ETA 
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[Basque Fatherland and Liberty Group] terrorist organi- 
zation. Spanish citizens know only too well, unfortu- 
n , that ETA tries to kill and kills as often as it can; 
that ETA is without doubt the worst enemy of democ- 
racy. The attack, in which a number of citizens were 
injured, is so much more execrable for having been 
carried out against a political leader who, like Jose Maria 
Aznar, directly represents the democratic will of a broad 


section of Spanish society. 

In the first place, the government expresses its wish for 
the speedy recovery of the injured, who are at present 
hospitalized in this city. 


The government wishes to reiterate at this time its 
absolute determination to do away with ETA, to do away 
with its criminal activity. To this end it requires from the 
public firmness, calm, and support. The government also 
wishes to stress to public opinion the extreme impor- 
tance of maintaining the currently existing consensus 
among the democratic forces to do away with terrorism, 
in the antiterrorist struggle. 


At the same time, and finally, the government wishes to 
confirm its total support for and confidence in the work 
of the forces and corps of state security. 


That is the content of the institutional statement which 
the government deems appropriate to make this 
morning. 


Party Issacs Communique 
LD1904132195 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 1200 GMT 19 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] So far this 
year ETA [Basque Fatherland and Liberty Group] has 
killed three people. The Madrid command had been 
inactive for nine months and could have spent part of 
this period of inactivity preparing today's attack, an 
attack which is a significant qualitative leap. The murder 
three months ago of the president of the People’s Party in 
Guipuzcoa Province, and its candidate for the San 
Sebastian mayoralty, Gregorio Ordonez indicated that 
ETA has placed the political classes among its targets, a 
criminal option confirmed just three days ago by alleged 
ETA leaders in an interview published on Sunday [16th 
April] by the Basque newspaper EUSKALDUNON 
EGUNKARIA and which was also confirmed today in 
the communique issued by Herri Batsuna following the 
attack in which it says that this action is—and here we 
are reading the actual words from the communique—an 
armed response which originates from our own ~~ 
with the aim of opening up democratic channels for the 
survivel of the Basque people. This is the language used 
by the HB [People’s Unity Party]. [passage omitted] 


Aznar Unbowed 
BR2004091495 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 20 Apr 95 
p19 


[Telephone interview with People’s Party Chairman Jose 
Maria Aznar by “V.R. De A.” from the Ruber Hospital 
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in Madrid on 19 April: “If the Terrorists Thought We 
Would Give In to Them, They Are Mistaken”) 


(FBIS Translated Text] Yesterday afternoon Jose Maria 
Aznar told EL PAIS by telephone from the Ruber 
Hospital that he would not give in to the terrorists. “If 
the terrorists thought that we would give in to them and 
change our political line, they are mistaken,” he said. 


“We will continue to work toward peace in Spain, and 
we will do so with the support of the millions of Spanish 
people who today insisted in clearly expressing their 
affection.” The People’s Party leader said he would 
“always” be grateful for the tokens of support and 
affection which he continued to receive all day long 
yesterday. 


Late in the afternoon, Aznar left the hospital for a few 
minutes to talk to journalists, saying: “I am well. Thank 
you very much. Thank you all for being here. Many 
thanks to everyone who has shown interest in me. I wish 
to express my very special regards to all the victims in 
this morning's attack and to their families, and a mes- 
sage of serenity to everyone. Let everyone remain quiet, 
may everyone be as calm as I am. I am well. Unfortu- 
nately, I am unable to go and see the king, because the 
doctors, who are very competent although a little tough 
and overenthusiastic, are not allowing me to leave, and I 
will obey them. Otherwise, I am in good health and 
everything will be fine. Thank you all.” 

Daily Criticizes Resolution on Iraqi Sanctions 
BR1904142895 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 19 Apr 95 
p10 


[Editorial: ‘Sanctions Against Iraq”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The UN Security Council has 
passed a resolution allowing the Iraqi Government to sell 
part of its oil to earn the funds needed to alleviate the 
situation of its people. The sanctions imposed by the 
United Nations on Iraq since the Gulf War were justi- 
fied. They were aimed at preventing that country from 
being able to maintain the military arsenal that made it 
possible for it to invade Kuwait and at preventing it, 
above all, from being able to continue its rearmament 
plan, including the production of weapons of mass 
destruction. 


The implementation of these sanctions and of the mon- 
itoring by UN committees required to determine 
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whether they are b..ing complied with has been a difficult 
process. The dictator Husayn has given signs of bad faith 
on a number of occasions by trying to evade inspections. 
However, testimony from various people now confirm 
that this monitoring has been effective. On the other 
hand, the United Nations’ stringent sanctions have kept 
the Iraqi people from receiving adequate food. Applying 
the sanctions in a way that children and the weakest 
Strata of society are subjected to hunger is a cruel 
measure that cannot be part of the United Nations’ plan. 
Recently, the Security Council passed resolutions, which 
in the opinion of some of those who support them, are 
aimed at giving Iraq the chance to acquire foodstuffs, 
with absolute priority given to children. 


The second resolution, passed on Thursday, 13 April, 
has made ® previous resolution that was overly restric- 
tive more exible on a number of points. However, this 
second re. »tion also has a number of points that cancel 
out the proposals with which it was presented to the 
United Nations and which have led not only to its 
rejection by the Iraqi Government but also to demon- 
Strations in the streets denouncing its content. For 
example, Iraq is forced to dedicate a good part of its oil 
sales to the Kurds in the north, with whom Baghdad has 
serious disputes. Another part should be dedicated to 
financing the UN inspections of arms and movements of 
goods on Iraqi territory. With these restrictions— which 
moreover have an aspect that is needlessly offensive— 
the amount theoretically dedicated to foodstuffs would 
be reduced to almost zero. 


Once the Security Council has agreed to partly lift the 
sanctions for humanitarian reasons, it does not make 
sense to counteract this measure by imposing measures 
aimed in the opposite direction. Obviously the United 
Nations has to guarantee that the money obtained by 
Iraq from its oil is not used to buy arms; so it is not a 
matter of lifting the sanctions totally, but rather of taking 
effective action to improve the situation of the people, 
especially the children, who have been subjected to very 
tough conditions. 


The Security Council should take the necessary initia- 
tives to ensure that the initial reduction of the sanctions 
can be translated into concrete measures aimed at 
achieving this specific goal, without it having a reason to 
affect the monitoring of arms. 
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Elicmann-J cnsen Secks “Urgent”? WEU Debaic 


BR1904112295 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 18 Apr 95 p 1 


[Report by Frans Ronnov: “Liberal Party: Debate on the 
Western European Union Urgent’’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Liberal Party Chairman Uffe 
Eliemann-Jensen has urgently requested the government 
to review its skeptical attitude toward the Western 
European Union, the WEU. He sees the WEU as an 
important link in a new security system. 


“This is the eleventh hour. In eight months the EU's 
Intergovernmental Conference will be launched where 
defence policy cooperation will be discussed. The gov- 
ernment must now pull its head out of the sand. Other- 
wise we may run the risk of losing another referendum.” 


Liberal leader Uffe Eliemann-Jensen said this in a com- 
ment on the report from SNU, the Security and Disar- 
mament Committee, whose conclusions on the WEU 
were reported in BERLINGSKE TIDENDE on Easter 
Saturday [15 April]. 


The essence of the report is that Denmark should at 
some point become a full member of the WEU. 


“The SNU report will force those who have remained 
silent until) now to commit themselves. As BER- 
LINGSKE TIDENDE SONDAG reported, there is 
already movement among the Radical Liberals. Now we 
are waiting for the Social Democrats. In every other 
country people now think that the WEU has a role to 
play. It is therefore coinpletely absurd that Denmark is 
the only European N. TO country which only has 
observer status in the WEU,” he said. 


He thinks that the WEU is already on the way to 
becoming one of the central pivotal points in the cre- 
ation of a new European security organization. 


“The WEU is becoming a central connecting link 
between all the different elements which are to be joined 
together—that is, NATO, the EU, Eastern and Central 
Europe, and the United States. It is important to find 
something which can link all these elements together. In 
this respect the WEU has shown itself to be practical, as 
it enables us to use the NATO apparatus for tasks outside 
the NATO area—without having the United States too 
directly involved. 


“It is also expedient to use the WEU as a channel to the 
Eastern and Central European countries, which cannot 
join NATO directly. Instead they can have cooperation 
with the WEU, which is not NATO, but is nevertheless a 
part of NATO.” 


Eliemann-Jensen said that the future prospects for the 
WEU are not that of a European army, although he 
personally would have nothing against this: 
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“This is not at all what is inherent in this construction. 
You put forces together according to the task to be 
performed. This is not the same as having a permanent, 


standing European army.” 


Center Democrat leader Mimi Jakobsen cautioned 
against attaching too much importance to the WEU: 


“The Center Democrats want Denmark to be in the 
WEU. But the WEU is just the tip of the iceberg. What 
is really important is whether the European countries 
can manage to conduct a joint foreign policy. As we can 
see in the former Yugoslavia, there have been enormous 
difficulties on this front. Compared to that endeavor, the 
WEU is less important,” she said. 


Daily: WEU Membctship ‘As Soon As Possibic’ 


BR2004091595 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 19 Apr 95 p 10 


[Editorial: “Toward the Western European Union”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Slogans have a tendency to 
create myths. This is also true of the Western European 
Union [WEU]} which is described by opponents as a 
European army. This in turn creates images of coopera- 
tion with an aggressive thrust and of a willing tool for 
expansionist and imperialist capitalism. 


It will be a pity if unclear images of the enemy are to 
come to dominate the Danish debate on the WEU. When 
a country like Sweden with its established tradition of 
neutrality can aim at membership without misgivings 
and when Norway too is an associate member without 
misgivings, then it should be possible to overcome 
Danish skepticism. In a couple of weeks there will be a 
report from the government's Security and Disarma- 
ment Committee, which deserves a less wily official 
abbreviation than SNU [the Danish word “‘snu" means 
“wily”]. In its report the committee analyzes European 
security policy over severa) hundred pages and concludes 
that it is necessary for Denmark to exchange its observer 
status for full membership if we want maximum influ- 
ence on security policy developments in our region 


However, the politicians do not have freedom of action 
The WEU became one of the four flagship issues at the 
heart of Danish European policy, also called the 
National Compromise. This was the device which 
allowed Denmark by a narrow majority to continue with 
European cooperation as it was formulated most recently 
in the Maastricht Treaty with the accompanying Edin- 
burgh opt-outs. Such a compromise is not without its 
commitments. 


As a party, the Liberal Party has an absolute right to 
work to get rid of the opt-outs as quickly as possible. Just 
as the Socialist People’s Party has an equally absolute 
right to cling to the opt-outs which actually are the 
party's only excuse for having moved in a bold under- 
standing of the real world from being a party opposed to 
the EU to becoming a skeptical supporter. 
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As is the case with other issues, here too the best can also 
be the worst enemy of the good. ally there can be 
no doubt at all that Denmark should be a member of the 
WEU as soon as possible. But politically the seven- 
league boots cannot be allowed a free run. European 
ambitions must not overtake the will of the people. The 
politicians have learned some humiliating lessons pre- 
cisely from referendums on European policy. And since 
the National Compromise absolutely requires a refer- 
endum before it can be changed, it is indisputably 
necessary to win the people's support. It is impossible to 
ignore the fact that the Social Democratic Party is the 
key party. Signals from the party's international strate- 
gists indicate that the Social Democrats are finally in 
motion. It is understandable that the Liberal Party is 
pushing to accelerate the debate and get the Social 
Democrats up to speed. But is probably wiser to let the 
Social Democrats determine the speed themselves. 


Security Policy Report Examines WEU Role 
BR2004094495 hagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 19 Apr 95 p 6 


«. nd” article by Frans Ronnov: “SNU Report: 
ills Security Vacuum”™} 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Western European Union 
[WEU], despite the fact that it has only just begun to 
develop, provides the framework for solutions to prob- 
lems which Denmark considers of “vital importance.” 


“In the one area where Denmark had a fundamental 
objection—the question of the WEU being a threat to 
NATO—the situation has changed so drastically, that 
the WEU must now on the contrary be seen as an 
important prerequisite for the preservation of NATO.” 


This quote is to be found in the crucial eighth chapter of 
the long-awaited report of the Security and Disarma- 
ment Committee, usually referred to as SNU. 


Chapter eight entitled “Danish Foreign Policy Strzce- 
gies” contains a summary of the imately 350-page 
report. The version B NGSKE TIDENDE quotes 
from today is one of the very latest versions of the SNU 
report, which has undergone several rewritings since last 
fall. The final report, which is ready to go to the printers, 
is expected to be published shortly. 


The SNU's basic premise is that Denmark's interest in 
the existence of the WEU must be based on the assess- 
ment that the WEU is a framework for the solution of the 
problems Denmark would like to see solved — and on the 
other hand, that it does not encourage developments 
which Denmark does not want. 


The report states that there is growing recognition of the 
fact that the WEU serves as a central forum for and an 
clement in the process of clarification going on between 
the United States and Western Europe concerning the 
division of resnonsibility and powers for the future 
defense of Europe, s« the report puts it. 


FBIS-WEU-95-076 
20 April 1995 


The NATO summit in January 1994 made a major 
contribution to this development by virtue of the deci- 
sion to make the WEU into NATO's “European arm.” 
Here the pulse of history can be heard: 


“A comparison can be drawn to the situation in 1948, 
when the precursor to the WEU, the Brussels Treaty, was 
instrumental in sending a clear signal to the United 
States concerning Europe's determination to defend 
itself, thereby contributing to the creation of massive 
American involvement in the defense of Western 
Europe.” A top Danish priority. 

The report goes on to state that in relation to Central and 
Eastern Europe the WEU helps to fill the security 
vacuum, which is a major problem at this time. The 
means of accomplishing this maneuver is the “associated 
partnership” arrangement, which makes close contacts 
on security matters possible. Something else which is 
given high priority in Denmark. 


The SNU then points out that in the years to come the 
United States will contribute less to mounting peace- 
keeping operations, and that in this context the WEU 
will be the forum in which the European countries can 
pian and coordinate their peacekeeping efforts. 


The SNU researchers then write: 


“Seen from the EU perspective, it is important to have 
an instrument which is able to keep the difficult consid- 
erations concerning closer cooperation in the defense 
field at a distance.” An alternative way of viewing the 
WEU. Later it says that: 


“The WEU today is an important forum for discussion 
of European security. If it remains outside the WEU, 
Denmark will have less influence on this process, 
although the observer role will provide us with some 


insight.” 
As the front of today’s BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
states, the report also concludes that being “non- 


members” of the WEU will also reduce Denmark's 
influence in NATO. 


The last section of Chapter Eight of the report, “ n- 
sibility and Joint Influence,” is concerned with . 
mark's international involvement and states that ever 
since World War II we have always chosen to take up the 
new international challenges. This has given us influ- 
ence, in the Baltic region for example, and in the former 
Yugoslavia. But not so much at the EU level. Here the 
Danish line has been much more hesitant. Partly because 
of the fear of a “European army.” 


But the SNU steadfastly maintains that there is no 
suggestion of the EU Council of Ministers being able to 
ust a majority decision to deploy military forces, just as 
it maintains that “there can be no suggestion of a 
European army.” 

The report then lists the three areas where important 
events relating to the WEU have taken place since the 
national com promise was approved: 
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—The NATO summit in January 1994 was a “decisive 
turning point” with its decision to make the WEU into 
NATO’S “European pillar.” 

—The report also points out that the WEU fills “a 
security vacuum in Central and Eastern Europe.” The 
WEU can—- in the words of the report— “transfer 
Western stability” to this area. This exercise will 
— bring these countries into Western organiza- 

Denmark has always supported. 
had than Ge SHU pearie boceane 0 tute satanic: 


“. . this bas had the peculiar consequence that the 
Central and Eastern European countries, with so<alled 
associated , have in some areas achieved a 
closer association with the WEU than Denmark, a 
NATO and EU country.” 


—Finally SNU stresses efforts to make the WEU a 
framework for peacekeeping operations ranging from 
humanitarian actions and rescue operations to crisis 
management in the form of peacemaking—“in other 
words, what it appears will be the main security task in 
Europe in coming years.” 


And after a short discussion of joint influence on and 
joint responsibility for security developments in Europe, 
the report reaches its final conclusion, which it is impos- 
sible to misunderstand: 


“In the present period, when the future of Europe is on 
the drawing board, it would be... difficult to justify why 
Denmark should voluntarily renounce the influence 
which would result from participation in all the various 
branches of this cooperation.” 


Finland 


LD1904180495 Helsinki Suomen Yieisradio Network in 
Finnish 1600 GMT 19 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Affairs Counsellor Alec 
Aalto will become the policy advisor to Finnish 
Prime Minister Paavo . Aalto is Finland's former 


ambassador to Austria. has chosen Ministerial 
Counsellor Raimo Luoma from the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry as his advisor in the EU matters. head of the 


STTK [Federation of Finnish Technical Functionary Orga- 
nization] development unit, Pirjo Harjunen, will become 
Prime Minister Lipponen's economic assistant. 

Norway 


Daily Urges “Maximum Controls’ on Nucicar Arms 
BR2004090595 Osio AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
19 Apr 95 p 14 

(Editorial: “Conflict Over Nuclear Weapons”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] The negotiations to extend the 
international treaty on the nonproliferation of nuclear 


weapons opened in New York on Monday [17 April] ata 
time when irrational threats against humanity 


are illustrated with unpleasant clarity. Poison gas ter- 
rorism in Tokyo's subway system, the bleck-market 
trade in nuclear materials from the former Soviet Union, 
and demonstrations of how easy it is to produce bacte- 
riological and other doomsday weapons create new fear 
in all civilized societies. 


Nuclear weapons are the most horrible of all weapons of 
mass destruction and it is difficult to accept any argu- 
es cats Wide anh adeno Ge oar 

feration treaty. When such arguments are nev- 
ertheless still put forward by some states, especially from 
the Third World, it is a case of dissatisfaction that the 
established nuclear great powers maintain substantial 
arsenals of these weapons with their unique, e role 
as politicalstrategic instruments of power. Neither the 
Americans, nor the Russians, nor the Chinese have 
shown any sign of total nuclear disarmament as they, 
strictly speaking, had promised. But the real political fact 
remains that nuclear weapons are like the genie out of 
the bottle; it is difficult to put back in. 


Hope lies in maximum controls and the of all the 
loopholes in the nuclear nonproliferation treaty Its purpose 
over & quarter of a century has, in simple terms, been to 
prevent those countries that have nuclear 

them to others. And to ensure that those who do not have 
“the bomb” will not even try to get one. It is a question of 
viewpoint to what extent this has worked satisfactorily. It is 
py neree nye er ndeaymomentangy tender ear: 4 

& great extent the circle of nuclear powers. Just as in 

the United States, Russia, China, the United Kingdom, and 
France are still the only declared members of the interna- 
tional nuclear club. 


But it is just as certain that more countries and signato- 
ries to the treaty have acquired both nuclear weapons 
and technology despite the nonproliferation treaty. In 
this respect it has been as full of holes as a sieve. 
Countries like Iraq and North Korea have made great 
progress in the development of their own nuclear pro- 
grams right under the noses of UN inspectors. Isracl’s 
stance will be a major problem at the New York confer- 
ence. The government in Tel Aviv refuses to sign the 
treaty and stubbornly denies al] reports that it has 
nuclear weapons at its disposal. Privately Israeli officials 
acknowledge, however, that the mere suspicion that they 
have the bomb has a deterrent effect. But the Arab states 
in the Middle East cannot be given a better excuse for 
circum venting the restrictions. 


This raises a dilemma for the West: the question of whether 
nuclear weapons should be accepted as a legitima.e deter- 
rent only for some. In NATO's strategy the U.S. “nuclear 
umbrella” has worked effectively in this way since World 
War II. At the New York conference it is crucial that the big 
powers commit themselves to efforts which help to give the 
nonproliferation treaty more content. Such as, for exampie, 
agreeing to a total test ban, an additional guarantee which 
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among others, supports Specia! ity lies Doris Yeltsin said when he received the Swedish prime 
Russia, which is against N plans for minister today. [passage omitted] 
wk Rumi whch 2 rte apt NATO pa fo 


ART treaty with the United States for the destruction of 
likely to increase the danger of the further spread of nuclear 
arms. 


Sweden 
Lavestment Protection Agreomeat With Russia Scca 
LD1904215695 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network in 
Swedish 2000 GMT 19 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] Relations 
between Sweden and Russia are exceptionally good, 


[Correspondent Anders Eriksson} Swedish Prime Min- 
ister Ingvar Carlsson was not quite so effusive on the 
Swedish-Russian relations after his meeting with 
Yeltsin. 


[Begin Carisson recording] It is always difficult to com- 
pare different epochs because they have developed in 
[word indistinct], one can say, and improvements. But I 
see that we have very good opportunities now to develop 
them, above all in the economic sector or trade. We have 
a very strong growth there measured in percentages, but 
on the other hand, it is from a low level. The investment 
protection agreement we have signed today is the right 
step to further build on. [end recording) [passage 
omitted] 
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Cooperation Treaty With Albania To Be Signed 
AU 1904163795 Tirana Radio Tirana Network in 
Albanian 1330 GMT 19 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Albanian-Greek commission 
started talks in Athens yesterday. The commission proceed- 
ings are being presided over by Albanian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Arian Starova and Kostas Georgju, secretary gen- 
eral at the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


The signing of a cooperation and friendship treaty 
between Albania and Greece will crown efforts to nor- 
malize bilateral relations, declared the chairmen of the 
respective delegations in Athens after the first day of 
talks; the meeting lasted approximately three hours. 


I have the pleasure of announcing that we agreed to 
conclude the process of normalization on in very posi- 
tive premises, by signing a treaty of friendship that will 
constitute a series of agreements not only between the 
two countries but also for the Balkans and beyond, 
Deputy Foreign Minister Starova stated for journalists. 


This was confirmed also by the Greek Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs secretary who announced that the Greek 
side has drafted a project treaty that was presented to the 
Albanian side with the aim of having it signed soon, at 
another meeting of specialists from both ministries. 


The meeting continues proceedings today, with issues 
that have yet to be discussed. 


Articles Discuss Developments Within PASOK 
95P20720 


[FBIS Media Note] 


PASOK Morale Low 


n the 2 April Athens weekly KIRIAKATIKI 
OTIPIA, Tasos Pappas quoted an unidentified 
minister of the Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) 
government as expressing the low morale among PASOK 
members and supporters by complaining that “there is 
neither a government nor a party.” Many of them believe 
that Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou's “traditional 
magic” can no correct the situation and have con- 
cluded that P may need a new leader, Pappas con- 
tinued. While the issue is being quietly discussed among 
party officials, no “candidates for parricide” have emerged. 
Some officials with access to the prime minister believe that 
PASOK secretary general Akis T los should 
become deputy prime minister-coordinator, with Minister of 
Environment Kostas Laliotis taking over PASOK’s secre- 
tariat. Others maintain that this would only be a “‘lifejacket 
in a storm” and that more serious measures are needed. 


Writin 


May, June Succession Process Expected 


An article in the 2 Athens daily I KATHIMERINI 
reports that high P officials expect Papandreou to set 
in motion the procedures for his succession around May or 


© vee 37 


June. According to “reliable” information, two of Papan- 
dreou’s “heirs-apparent,” Tsokhatzopoulos and Minister of 
Defense Yerasimos Arsenis, are conferring on the succes- 
sion issue. Aware of his lack of wide support, the PASOK 
secretary general has concluded a “pact of mutual support” 


“gang of four” faction—-PASOK officials Thodhoros Pan- 
galos, Vaso Papandreou (no relation to the prime minister), 


are that Papandreou will convene an extraordinary PASOK 
congress in May or June at which he will submit a proposal 
for the approval of the Tsokhatzopoulos-Arsenis tandem. 


Papandreos ‘Ultimatum,’ Possible Reshuffie Seca 

An article in the S April Athens daily TA NEA reported that 
on 4 April the prime minister presented an “ultimatum” to 
his cabinet, demanding that his ministers cooperate with 
each other, avoid public confrontations, and stop “irrespon- 
sible” opposition to government initiatives. He also insisted 
that they submit a balance sheet of their activities and a 
program for their respective ministries, announcing he 
would meet with them individually so that “options and 
timetables be clear and well-understood.”” According to the 
article, this was Papandreou'’s answer to those within his 
own party, as well as in the opposition, who disagree with 
the government's policies and their effectiveness. 


“It is clear that the government is not functioning... and that 
from the time of the last parliamentary elections Papan- 
dreou is no longer the ‘old Andreas’ who watched and 
coordinated everything,” commented the usually pro- 
PASOK satirical weekly PONDIKT on 6 1. The situa- 
tion cannot last unti! November 1997, when new 

iamentary elections should take place, it continued. 
ndications are that Papandreou wishes to set in motion the 
procedures for the post Papandreou era while completing 
the government's four-year term. A cabinet reshuffle is the 
most likely strategy for accomplishing this goal, as some 
believe that a of faces would ease current political 

. Given that early elections are improbable, essen- 

tial policy changes give the government the best chance of 
success, the article contended. This is PASOK's “last 
chance” even if many have not yet realized it. 


“Gang of Four’ Changes Strategy 

According to Stratis Liarellis writing in the 2 April KIRI- 
AKA ELEVTHEROTIPIA, Pangalos, Vaso Papan- 
dreou, Avyerinos, and Simitis have decided to change their 
strategy, which may at times have sounded “too strident” 
because of Pangalos’ penchant for “exaggeration.” Following 
a series of meetings, the four will now support some govern- 
ment policies, tone down their opposition to Tsokhatzopou- 
los, and voice their concerns within a party discussion. 
According to Liarellis, this change in was i 

by Simitis, who noted the danger of an intra-P ASOK conflict 
that could lead to a break-up of the party. 
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Ciller Reports “Very Good Mccting’ With Clinton 
TA1904191795 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 19 Apr 95 


[News conference by Prime Minister Tansu Ciller at the 
White House following her meeting with President 
Clinton on 19 April— recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Cilier] It was a very good 
meeting. I am very glad to observe that Turkish-US. 
relations are growing closer. I can see that the US. 
support for Turkey on all issues, including those con- 
cerning the pipeline, the operation in northern Iraq, and 
the Customs Union, will continue. 


I briefed President Clinton on the situation in northern 
Iraq. I told him that we will withdraw as soon as our 
goals are attained. I did not specify a date, as I never do. 
I also told him that after our withdrawal, we mighi 
reenter the region if necessary. I told him that this is a 
possibility if there is a concentration in the region. 


In addition to the withdrawal from northern Iraq, we 
also discussed other areas of bilateral relations. I was 
very glad to observe that the U.S. support extended to 
Turkey, especially within the framework of its unifica- 
tion with Europe, will continue. Furthermore, we dis- 
cussed certain issues pertaining to the oil pipeline. We 
discussed certain problems between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. I sought the support of the United States on 
the issue. I can generally say that it was a very good 
meeting. Now, however, I would like to reply to your 
questions. 


[Unmonitorable question by unidentified correspon- 
dent} 


[Ciller] Yes, the issue of Poised Hammer was also 
discussed. We stated that its area of control should be 
discussed and that an exchange of views is necessary on 
the whole of northern Iraq. Work will continue on the 
issue. 


[Unidentified correspondent] [Words indistinct] Syrian 
support for the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan]? 


[Ciller] We talked about the support extended to the 
PKK through certain statements. We also talked about 
Turkey's being the only stable country in the region. 


{[Unmonitorable question by unidentified correspon- 
dent] 


[Ciller] We noted that some work should be carried out 
regarding the region and that a certain amount of tech- 
nical aid can be extended to protect Turkey's borders. 


[Correspondent] Has President Clinton tried to persuade 
you regarding a political solution? 


[Ciller] No, there is mo such thing. As a matter of fact, I 
have clearly explained to all concerned that there will not 
be a political solution. I would also like to state that one 
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should not confuse a political solution with the democ- 
ratization process, because democracy is needed in all 
parts of my country. I told him that we are loyal to the 
principles of democracy and that we are proud of our 
democratic history. I also stated that we are determined 
to continue on this path. 


[Correspondent] Did the President refer to the Cyprus 
issue? 


[Ciller] Yes. Let me answer one more question. We 
discussed the Cyprus issue as well. As you know, we are 
on the right path. We support a bicommunal and a 
bizonal federal solution. The confidence-building mea- 
sures have been accepted by Mr. Denktas. We are 
waiting to move further now. Thank you. 


Ciller Assassination Plot Uncovered, Arrests 
Made 

TA1904151295 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 1420 
GMT 19 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Istanbul (AA)— Twenty-one 
members of an illegal organization, eight of them 
women, have been captured on the grounds of con- 
ducting intelligence work with the aim of assassinating 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller at her residence in Yenikoy, 
Istanbul. Sketches of the house, operational plans, a gun, 
and organizational documents have also been seized. 


According to a statement issued by the Istanbul Security 
Directorate’s Antiterrorism Bureau, following opera- 
tions conducted against the Revolutionary People's Lib- 
eration Party-Front [DHKP- C], the following people 
were captured: Remziye Turhan, code-named “Deniz”; 
Necla Can, code-named “Ceyda”; Umit Akduman; 
Savas Dortyol, code-named “Yavuz” and carrying a 
forged identify card under the name of ““Bekir Aydemir’”’; 
Turkan Balaban; Nilufer Alcan, code-named “Necla- 
Aynur” and carrying a forged identity card under the 
name of “Sennur Altoprak”; Mehmet Arslan; Cemile 
Ayyildiz; Kahraman Aktas; Ayhan Aykut; Nahit Ozkaya; 
Recep Ayyildiz; Mehmet Yildiz; Afgan Unal; Fatma 
Osmancebelioglu; Mehmet Refit Terzi; Cuneyt Akyun; 
Zeynep Yildirim (Bektas), code-named ““Nurten”; Orhan 
Aykut; Seyhan Dogan, code-named “Perihan-Ayse” and 
carrying a forged identity card under the name of ‘Hacer 
Karabulut”; and Kenan Gunyel, code-named “Sedat- 
Erdal” and carrying a forged identity card under the 
name of “Suat Karabulut.” 


The statement added that Sehan and Kenan 
Gunyel were militants from Bursa and Kocaeli and that 
Seynep Yildirim was the official in charge of Umraniye. 


During their interrogation, the confessed to 
participating in armed military teams in Bursa during 
the years 1993-94, to working as couriers for the organi- 
zation, to having rented a depot to store and conceal 
arms and explosives, to transporting such items to the 
depot, to having aided and abetted other militants, to 
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hanging posters on buildings belonging to the public and 
private sector, and to involvement in bombings. 


The statement further noted that in searches conducted 
in the safe houses of the suspects, the following items 
were found: a 7.65-caliber gun, a magazine belonging to 
that gun, intelligence reports, and sketches and plans of 
Ciller’s Yenikoy waterfront villa and the nearby roads, 
drawn with the aim of assassinating Ciller. 


Operational plans, reports on work carried out prior to 
and after the Gazi Quarter incidents, forged identity 
cards, organizational documents, and publications were 
also seized. 

Meanwhile, it has been understood that Dursun Karatas, 
leader of the illegal Dev-Sol [Revolutionary Left] orga- 
nization, who is believed to be in France, has issued 
directives for the organization, which had been dis- 
solved, to reunite under the name of “DHKP-C” and for 
female militants to be included out of consideration for 
the male militants. 


A comprehensive investigation is under way. 


Ataman Comments on Russian CFE Position 


TA1904152395 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1500 
GMT 19 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, April 19 (A.A)— 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Ferhat Ataman said on 
Wednesday that failure to abide by Conventional Forces 
in Europe (CFE) resolutions may spoil stability which 
was expected to be provided with the agreement. 


Answering a question on a Russian statement that it will 
not abide by CFE resolutions, Ataman said CFE is the 
keystone for European security structure. 


‘Failure to abide by the principles included in the agree- 
ment will negatively affect the sensitive balance of the 
agreement and may cause spoiling of the targeted sta- 
bility’ Ataman said, adding that ‘it may have negative 
reflections in security atmosphere in Europe’. 


Recalling that CFE will be reviewed in a conference in 
May 1996, Ataman said ‘If necessary rearranging the 
agreement according to the new world conditions 
without changing its basic structure could be discussed.’ 


‘Extreme’ Move on Armeniz 


TA1904153395 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1515 
GMT 19 Apr 95 


FBIS Transcribed Text) Ankara, April 19 (AA)— 
oreign Ministry spokesman Ferhat Ataman said on 
Wednesday that a bill accepted by Russian Duma on 
so-called genocide of the Armenians on April 14 
reflected the efforts of forces aiming at preventing 
improvement two country relations. 


Ataman told at a regular news conference that so-called 
genocide of Armenians was condemned in the bill and 
April 24 was evaluated as the commemoration of the 
victims of the genocide. 


TURKEY 39 


Ataman also criticized Russia for indirectly threatening 
Turkey's territorial integrity by making a reference to the 
“historical Armenian homeland” in the bill. 


He said “this extreme move” would not only affect 
Russian-Turkish relations but also hamper efforts to 
improve ties with Armenia. 


The Russian move comes at a time when Turkey and 
Armenia seem on the verge of opening a new chapter in 
relations 


Ankara Regrets Iraq Rejection of UN Resolution 
NC1904212195 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 17 Apr 95 pp 1, A8 


[Report by Nazlan Ertan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara— Turkey, disappointed 
with Baghdad's rejection of the United Nations Security 
Council resolution allowing Iraq to sell oi] to purchase 
humanitarian supplies, on Sunday [16 April] urged Iraq 
to reconsider its decision. 


“We hope Baghdad will reassess its stance against the 
resolution and accept it,” a spokesman for the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry told the TURKISH DAILY NEWS on 
Sunday. 


As soon as the U.N. Security Council resolution was 
adopted by the members on Friday, Ankara announced 
that it welcomed the resolution and hoped that Iraq 
would implement it. 


“We very much regret the Iraqi rejection of the oil deal,” 
the spokesman said. He added that Ankara, not a 
member of the Security Council but one of Iraq's major 
trading partners prior to the U.N. embargo, had lobbied 
with various Council states for the final wording of the 
resolution. 


The U.N. Security Council resolution, if implemented, 
would benefit Turkey. First of all, under the resolution, 
Iraq would be required to export “the larger share”’ of the 
$2 billion in oii through the Yumurtalik-Karkuk pipe- 
line, which runs from northern Iraq to Turkey's Medi- 
terranean coast. 


This would give Turkey at least $28 million in tariffs for 
the use of the pipeline. Moreover, the food, medicine 
and other humanitarian supplies for the Iraqis would 


probably be supplied by neighboring Turkey. 


“The Iraqi rejection is a pity because it will be the people 
of Iraq who will be deprived of much-needed hum ani- 
tarian aid,” the Turkish diplomat said. 


“We appeal to Iraq not to reject this opportunity to ease 
the suffering of its people.” 


Moreover, the reactivation of the Yumurtalik-Karkuk 
pipeline, which has been dormant since August 1990, 
will relieve Turkey's fear that the 986-km-long twin 
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pipelines are decaying. Ankara hopes to use the pipeline 
for the transport of Azeri oi] at a later date. 


Turkish officials have indicated that the pipeline is ready 
for use. Kaya Ozel, a spokesman for Botas, Turkey's 
state-owned pipeline company, told the ASSOCIATED 
PRESS that it would not take long to prepare the 
pipeline to handle Iraqi exports. Oꝛel said a Botas team 
examined the Iraqi side of the pipeline last year and did 
the necessary repair work. 


Ankara, —— the bill of its losses due to the embargo 
against Iraq at $20 billion, claims the heaviest loss is due 
to the closing of the pipeline—at an annual of $250 
million. Ankara’s expectations for a boost to its ailing 
economy, however, appear to go down the drain with 
Iraqi rejection of the UN resolution. It also puts an end 
to the Turkish efforts to persuade the Security Council to 
accept terminology that a “larger part’’ of the oi] would 
be exported through Turkey rather than the Mina’ al- 
Bakr port in the south. 


Although Turkish officials express hope for Iraqi recon- 
sideration, they rule out any “specific” attempt on the 
part of Ankara to convince Baghdad. 


Ankara Anger Over Kurdish Parliament Viewed 


Ataman Urges Restraint 
TA1904 160295 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1520 
GMT 19 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, April 19 (A.A.)— For- 
eign Ministry spokesman Ferhat Ataman on Wednesday 
criticized allowance of separatist activities aimed at 
propaganda and initiations taking place under the rule of 
separatist terrorist organization. 


Speaking at a weekly news conference, Ataman said ‘the 
terrorist group had indicated earlier that it would 
announce a so-called parliament in exile and create a 
so-called executive body from it.’ “This initiative goes no 
further than the organization’s propaganda efforts that it 
is trying to stage internationally,’ he added. 


‘It is very important that no member of the internationa! 
community, mindful of its international obligations, 
tolerates such initiatives guided by the terrorist organi- 
zation and becomes a tool to propaganda,’ Ataman said. 


NATO Emergency Mecting 
TA2004 103495 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 0850 
GMT 20 Apr 95 


FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels, April 20 (AA.)— 

urkey on Wednesday [19 April] called on the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization Council to convene for an 
extraordinary session. 


Several diplomatic sources say during the emergency 
meeting Ankara’s complaint over the Netherlands which 
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has permitted the convening of a so-called Kurdish 
parliament in The Hague despite Turkish objections will 
be discussed. 

They say Turkey would tell the meeting that the Neth- 
erlands had behaved against NATO agreements which 
urge member countries to guarantee territorial integrity 
of other members. 


The Council’s members are the permanent representa- 
tives of NATO’s 16 member states at the alliance head- 
quarters in Brussels. 


Cross-Border Operation in Northern Iraq Viewed 


General: ‘Achicved Its Goal’ 
TA2004 104595 London Kanal Television in Turkish 
1600 GMT 19 Apr 95 


{FBIS Translated Text} It has been reported that Oper- 
ation Steel, the military operation launched by the 
Turkish Armed Forces in northern Iraq with the partic- 
ipation of 35,000 soldiers, has forestalled the terrorist 
organization from moving into Turke, during the spring 
months. 


Lieutenant General Orhan Guney, head of the Planning 
and Operations Department of the Chief of the General 
Staff's Office, stated that Operation Steel, which con- 
cluded its first month, achieved its goal and mission. 
Insistently stressing that the aim of the operation in 
northern Iraq was not to conduct a manhunt, Lt. Gen. 
Guney added that the terrorist organization could once 
more entrench itself in the region in view of the fighting 
between rival Kurdish groups in northern Iraq. 
Explaining that the region was left to the peshmergas in 
the wake of 1992 operations, Lt. Gen. Guney said that he 
is not in favor of employing this strategy again. Stating 
that it would not be a wise decision to abandon the whole 
region to the peshmergas, Lt. Gen. Guney noted that the 
weapons, materiel, provisions, and food supplies seized 
in the wake of the operations were enough to train, 
equip, and sustain a 2,000-man terrorist force for one 
year. Without such an operation, Lt. Gen. Guney con- 
tinued, a terrorist organization with so much power 
could have caused the deaths of 1,500 persons with its 
actions inside the country. 


Maintaining that Operation Steel forestalled the terrorist 
organization from launching actions in the country 
during the 29 months, Lt. Gen. Guney said: A 
message to the effect that Turkey is powerful has been 
communicated to the outside world. 


Tunceli Operations 
TA2004 102695 London Kanal4 Television in Turkish 
1600 GMT 19 Apr 95 


[Metin Demir video report from Tunceli]} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The operations that were 
launched in the vicinity of Tunceli with the participation 
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of 30,000 soldiers imately 20 days ago are con- 
tinuing in full force. It is reported that intense clashes are 
en me seg in the Alibogaz region of Tunceli’s 

iskezek Dis’ and in the Yedisu region, which is 
ey onthe’ —— .eli-Bingol border. 


It was announced that 14 PKK [Workers Party of 
Kurdistan] members were killed during clashes which 
started this mornirg in the Alibogaz region of Tunceli's 
Cemiskezek District. According to information obtained 
from military sources, it may be that Semdin Sakik, the 
second-in-command of the PKK who succeeded to 

from the clashes in Uckoy, was among the 14 
PKK terrorists killed this morning near the Kemaliye 
District, which is close to the Erzincan border of the 
Alibogaz region. It was reported that Sakik could have 
been killed when the security forces engaged in clashes 
with Sakik’s 100-person group this morning, during 
which most of the group was wiped out. While there are 
reports that Sakik was wounded in his left leg during the 
clashes which took place three days ago, definite infor- 
mation with regard to Sakik will be announced 
tomorrow. 


Talks With Talabani, Barzani 
TAI! 904113995 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1100 GMT 19 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Turkey has declared that it is 
essential that the terrorist PKK [Workers Party of Kur- 
distan] organization not return to north Iraq after the 
Turkish Armed Forces withdraw from this region and 
added that security in the region can only be provided by 
local authorities. It has been announced that a Turkish 
Foreign Ministry delegation will go to north Iraq and 
hold contacts with Kurdish leaders Talabani and 
Barzani. 


In his weekly news conference, Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Ferhat Ataman said that during the talks, 
Talabani and Barzani will be briefed on the north Iraq 
operation. Ataman reported that the technical delega- 
tions of the respective sides are expected to meet in 
Ankara following these contacts. 


Pointing out that Iran has also been briefed since the 
beginning of the operation in north Iraq, Ataman 
reported that a delegation visited Tehran on 14-17 April 
to this end. 


Gains, Cost of Incursion 
NC1904210095 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 17 Apr 95 pp 1, A8& 


[Report by Rasit Gurdilek] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara— The pros and cons of 
the country's biggest military expedition in its history are 
being debated while Turkey's cross-border operation 
against outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) sep- 
aratists in northern Iraq entered its fifth week. Prime 
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Minister Tansu Ciller is widely expected to assure an 
impatient U.S. administration that the some 30,000 
troops remaining in Iraq will be pulled back by the end of 
May. Media references to a May pullout following the 
meeting of the National Security Council (NSC) sug- 

that the government, under pressure from Tur- 
key’s Western allies and international organizations, 
elicited the military's agreement to the early deadline 
Ciller wanted to take in her bag to Washington. 
Assumi.g Turkey will not be forced to extend its stay in 
norther= Iraq and hence get drawn into a quagmire that 
the generals reportedly warned against, the balance of 
gains and losses will not change much by mid-May when 
the withdrawal will be completed. 


On balance, the gains look more than the losses, since the 
biggest setback for Turkey, the possible European Par- 
liament veto of its customs integration with the E.U., is 
not due before October, giving the Turkish government 
at least four months to mollify Western critics. 


The TURKISH DAILY NEWS [TDN] has identified the 
following pluses and minuses for Turkey from the cur- 
rent operation. On the profit side: 


Enhanced Border Security: It is not yet clear how long 
the rugged strip across the border inside Iraq, now at 
least without large concentrations of armed PKK rebels, 
will remain so. But at least it is certain that PKK will not 
be able to mount attacks against Turkey fror: there for 
some time. 


A more lasting security, however, will largely depend on 
the outcome of the talks Turkey has started with the two 
main Iraqi Kurdish groups, Mas'ud Barzani’s Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) and Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), to secure their cooperation 
for the policing of the border. The measure of its success 
in mediating a settlement between the two parties will be 
the cessation of the violent power struggle has been 
blamed for creating the power vacuum exploited by the 
PKK [as published). 


Enhanced Deterrence: By ——— operation of this 
scale and scope across its borders, Turkey has displayed 
to friend and foe alike its ability to respond effectively to 
cross-border threats to its security— as well as its deter- 
mination not to tolerate direct or indirect support of 


separatists by its neighbors. 


Military Experience: The Turkish army, one of the 
largest in NATO, has created a counter-insurgency : 
bility over the past decade of fighting with the PKK. 

the use of 35,000 soldiers across the country’s borders for 
extended periods has given the military the opportunity 
to test the crucial combat leadership and logistic skills 
that can be best done on the battlefield. The operation 
has also provided the chance for the application of new 
tactics and the gaining of expertise in the use of modern 
weaponry. 

The trying of alternative cards: Perhaps the most impor- 
tant result of the massive incursion has been the recog- 
nition it forced on the government to take serious steps 
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to try out alternative cards against PKK separatism, 
instead of the exclusive reliance on military options. 


In trying to solicit the help of the Iraqi Kurds to make 
secure the border against PKK infiltration, the govern- 
ment seems to have realized the inevitability of getting 
more involved with the Iraqi Kurds’ na! adminis- 
tration in northern Iraq. Until now, it has been shirking 
any regular contacts, for fears of strengthening the Kur- 
dish administration—seen as a seed of an independent 
Kurdish state— and of antagonizing Baghdad. 


The realization that the border security goes hand in 
hand with closer relations with the Iraqi Kurds has 
propelled Turkey to mediate their conflicts and drop its 
inhibitions about their aspirations for self-rule and dem- 
ocratic institutions. Some analysts see the enhanced 
contacts between Turkish and Iraqi Kurdish officials as 
a field laboratory where political and democratic solu- 
tions can be tried out. A successful co-habitation is also 
seen as a way of drawing Kurdish moderates away from 
the PKK’s radicalism. 


Increased in Region's Affairs: The operation has 
shown that Turkey has become an active player in the 
regional issues concerning itself, instead of being a silent 

stander. The Iraqi Kurds, which used to see the 

nited States, Britain and France and their Provide 
Comfort jets based in Incirlik as their chief benefactors, 
have turned more to Turkey in step with its rising 
assertiveness. 


The operation has shown that Turkey can and will 
deliver a powerful blow when its security interests are 
threatened. Turkey also rose in Kurds’ esteem by 
becoming the No. 1 supplier of relief aid, with Turkish 
Red Crescent eclipsing the United Nations, Western 
relief agencies and non-governmental organizations in 
announcing and implementing large-scale aid programs. 


What the Operation has Taken: 


Cash: After initial exaggeration by the Turkish media, 
the military officials say that the immediate material 
cost of the operation has been much lower than press 
estimates, since many of the units involved had been 
already in active combat with the PKK inside the 
country. 


High-ranking military officials have told the TDN that 
the monthly cost of the operation will be TL 10 to 15 
trillion ($250 million to $375 million) which is not more 
than a quarter of even the most conservative of press 
estimates and a fraction of the $6 to $7 billion the 
combat against the PKK reportedly takes every year. The 
officials have also correcily pointed out that there is no 
ceiling for the cost of security, and that the country was 
capable of spending much more to make the nation safe. 


Ties With Baghdad: The operation has had strong effects 
on the relations between Ankara and Baghdad, main- 
tained despite the West. 
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Remaining silent at first, Baghdad began raising its voice 
against Operation Stee] once it became clear that Turkey 
was out for something lasting. 


The official criticism, and later the hostile statements by 

officials who accused Turkey of killing and 
robbing Iraqi civilians, Ankara’s policy shift 
in favor of more direct dealings with the Kurdish admin- 
istration in the north. 


The friction is expected to have adverse effects on 
Turkey's hopes for resumed flow of oil—and thus royal- 
ties—from the Iraq-Turkey pipeline which has been 
closed since the Gulf War. 


Tensions With West: The massive incursion into northern 
Iraq has had its strongest effects on the country's ties with 
the West, already less cozy following the end of the Cold 
War. Right from the beginning the European allies 
denounced the operation. Most vocal of the critics, Ger- 
many even launched a probe into the use of German- 
supplied arms and suspended its military assistance. Ciller 
reported that it could “keep its weapons.” 


The United States, more understanding at first, was soon 
forced to join the Western chorus for an immediate 
pullback, although less forcefully. 


An im mediate casualty promises to be the finalization of 
Turkey's customs integration with the European Union, 
waiting for the European Parliament's verdict on the 
country’s human rights performance in the coming fall. 


A senior State Department official in a recent press 
statement noted candidly that if a vote were taken now at 
the European Parliament, the customs union would not 
pass. 


Ciller and Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin [as published] 
have made clear that Turkey has no illusions about the 
measure of support they can expect from the European 
heavyweights, but have also left no doubt that they are 
expecting Washington to turn the tide by October. A 
program of democratization and a human rights facelift 
has reportedly been readied for the aftermath of the 
operation to help a change of wind also in Europe. 


Political Cost: The political price Turkey will seemingly 
pay for the operation is the increasing Western respon- 
siveness to the PKK's diplomatic offensive in a bid to 
“internationalize” the conflict. 


The heavy use of force in northern Iraq has caused the 
West to turn a blind eye to the obvious presence of 
numbers of PKK militants among the Turkish Kurdish 
refugees the U.N. High Com mission for Refugees moved 
to camps out of reach of the Turkish army. 


More importantly, the clear PKK guidance of the 
recently created Kurdish “parliament-in-exile” has not 
prevented the Dutch —— from barring its 
meeting in the Hague. Employing the same excuses of 
the constitutional impossibility of barring non-violent 
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events, many other European countries are expected to 
allow the exile parliament to meet on their soil. Turkey 
can only counter the PKK drive to elicit open or tacit 
recognition in the West by adding political weapons to 
its own arsenal. 


Aid to Iraq Detailed 
TA1904155495 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1505 
GMT 19 Apr 95 


IS Transcribed Text] Ankara, April 19 (AA)— 
urkey sent nearly 1100 tonnes of aid stuff to northern 
Iraq since April 1, 1995, it was reported on Wednesday. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Ferhat Ataman told at a 
regular news conference that nearly 160 trucks of aid 
were transported to northern Iraq via Habur gate since 


the beginning of the programme. 


Ataman said the transportation of the aid including 508 
tonnes of flour, 249 tonnes of leguminous seeds, 134 
tonnes of sugar, 135 tonnes of oil and 70 tonnes of soap 
continued without intervals. 


He said the aid was distributed to 2,000 families. 
Ecevit Comments on Federation in Northern Iraq 
9S5ES0189B Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 26 Mar 95 
p 16 


Article by Derya Sazak under the rubric “Political 
aily”: “The Federation Scenario”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Commenting on U.S. support for 
[Turkey's military] operation in northern Iraq, [Demo- 
cratic Left Party leader Bulent] Ecevit outlined an 
important hypothesis about the future of the region: 


“The scenario predicted following the Gulf War was that 
a Kurdish state would be set up under an American 
mandate. However it became evident that this could not 
be done with the Kurdish clans in northern Iraq. My 
concern is that the United States may want to impose 
this responsibility on Turkey. Indeed, Washington has 
remained silent on the large-scale operation conducted 
by the Turkish Armed Forces. The expectation of a 
federation may be reintroduced into the agenda once 
Turkey establishes authority in the region.” 


It is known that the DSP [Democratic Left Party] leader 
has been monitoring developments in the region closely. 
In contrast to [former president Turgut} Ozal's misread- 
ings, Ecevit's hypotheses on the Gulf crisis have come 
out true since the summer of 1990. The developments of 
the last five years have proven Mr Ecevit right. 


It is hard to say that the U.S. strategy of extending into 
oil-producing regions has brought much happiness to the 
peoples of the Middle East. The Palestinian state has 
been squeezed into a narrow strip on the Mediterranean, 
while Israel's hegemony has grown further. The adven- 

~ > Kurds in northern Iraq to set up their own 

tailed to produce any results. As a result of the 
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removal of Iraqi control on its territory north of the 36th 
parallel and the “de facto” partitioning of Iraq, Turkey 
has lost its border security in the Southeast. Turkey's 
attempts to flush out the PKK [Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party] with military forces of 30,000 to 35,000 men 
every two years are a consequence mandated by the 
“authority vacuum” in the region. 


In addition, whenever Ankara mounts a large-scale mil- 
itary operation, Western Europe rises in protest. 


This time the government is more careful and moderate 
in its relations with the West because of the need to have 
the approval of the European Parliament for the ratifi- 
cation of the customs union agreement with the Euro- 
pean Union. 


Prime Minister Tansu Ciller found it necessary to state 
in the television program “Addressing the Nation"’ that 
the army does not intend to stay in northern Iraq, that 
this is not an occupation and that Turkey will withdraw 
without dragging out the operation for too long. 


The sense in the capital following the National Security 
Council meeting is that the northern Iraq operation will 
not last more than one month. 


It is not yet known what strategy [Kurdistan Democratic 
Party leader Massoud] Barzani and [Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan leader Jalal] Talabani will pursue after 
“quiet” is established in northern Iraq. Ecevit's theory is 
that the United States may draw Turkey into discussions 
over a “federation.” Meanwhile, Ankara has been urging 
its Western allies, mainly the United States, to normalize 
relations with the Iraqi regime. It is desired that the 
Kurds of northern Iraq reach an accord with Baghdad on 
“autonomy” and that the conditions that existed prior to 
the Gulf war be restored. 


It is clear that the United States will give a “chilly 
response” to these suggestions as long as Saddam Hus- 
sayn remains in power. On the other hand, Turkey has to 
prom pt the West to generate new solutions because of its 
own security concerns. While the world’s attention is 
focused on Ankara because of the northern Iraq opera- 
tion, the Ciller administration can garner more support 
for Turkey's policies through skillful diplomacy. 


For example, the lifting of the embargo against Iraq, 
payment of compensation to Ankara for its losses 
resuhing from the Gulf war, and the reopening of the 
[Iraq-Turkey) oil pipeline are of vital importance. 


The developments in the region will keep Turkey in the 
West's agenda for several months to come. It is also seen 
that the eyes of Middle Eastern nations are increasingly 
focused on Ankara. 


The DSP leader is preparing for a visit to Israel in the 
near future. 


Ecevit's meeting with [fundamentalist leader] Fethullah 
Gulen was a remarkable development in domestic poli- 
tics. The meeting was reportedly requested by Gulen. Mr 
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Ecevit said: “They know about my interest in Turkish- 
Islamic mysticism. We had a conversation that focused 
entirely on religion and philosophy. The meeting had no 
political dimension. I found Mr Gulen to be a sincere 
and candid person. Our meeting was useful.” 


Ankara enters the next week, coming on the footsteps of 
the northern Iraq operation, with the expectation that 
the changes in the CHP [Republican People’s Party] 
wing of the coalition will be completed. 


[CHP leader] Hikmet Cetin has still not been able to 
establish the balances within his party. As a result the 
appointment of ministers has been delayed. 


Turkey will undoubtedly rest more easily if it can calm 
down the hurricanes in its “internal world” in the midst 
of all these external problems. 


Yilmaz Kurd Scenario Wcicomed in Washington 
9SESO0189A Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 26 Mar 95 
pi2 


[Article by Sedat Ergin under the rubric “From Wash- 
ington”: “The U.S. View of Yilmaz: Good Content, but 


the Style...”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] It is the famous Plaza Hotel in 
New York. Ahmet Ertegun, the owner of Atlantic 
Records, one of the leading recordiz ~ companies in the 
United States, introduces ANAP [Motherland Party] 
leader Mesut Yilmaz to an audience made up of mostly 
brokers and bankers: 


“An eminent Turkish statesman who worked closely 
with late president Turgut Ozal for many years.” 


The select and influential audience in the hall learns 
from the main opposition leader on the podium that 
things are going bad in Turkey. Yilmaz explains that the 
ascent that Turkey achieved during the ANAP period 
was stalled with the 1991 elections. At one point the 
ANAP leader turns to harsh criticism and says: “They 
ruined everything after they took office.” He continues: 


“However, I do not want you to be pessimistic. Turkey is 
a country with good potential and a future. The bottle- 
neck we are in necessitates early elections. I will continue 
to work in that direction. What Turkey needs is resolute 
leadership. ANAP will provide that when it comes to 
office.” 
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The principal goal of Yilmaz’s one-week visit to the 
United States was to convey to his audiences the message 
contained in the words quoted above. The reasoning 
behind Yilmaz's trip to Washington and then to New 
York was to dissipate the impression that there are no 
alternatives to the negative course of events in Turkey 
and to prove that there is indeed a viable alternative. 


It is possible to say that Yilmaz has succeeded in 
conveying this m to the American administration, 
the circles who are influential on U.S. policy toward 
Turkey and, more importantly, the IMF and the World 
Bank and in impressing it on their minds. How was this 
message of Yilmaz’s received by his American audi- 
ences? It is possible to say that there was a generally 
positive response among the circles who monitor Turkey 
closely. While the U.S. administration has not voiced a 
response that may irk [Prime Minister] Ciller, Yilmaz 
was able to observe at close quarters concerns and 
question marks over Turkey in his Washington contacts 
outside the administration. 


In a speech at the Carnegie Endowment for Peace, which 
is headed by Morton Abramowitz, the former US. 
ambassador to Turkey, Yilmaz said: “I can say comfort- 
ably that our concerns are shared by our audiences. I 
observed that there is virtusily no difference in our views 
of the situation in Turkey.” 


Yilmaz's advocacy of a political solution to the Kurdish 
problem played an important role in the positive 
response he received in Washington. An American spe- 
cialist who monitored Yilmaz's contacts from the begin- 
ning to the end offered the following appraisal: 


“Yilmaz was able to articulate effectively his differences 
with Ciller on two issues. First, he stated that he does not 
see the Kurdish question as purely a security problem 
and demanded reforms that include cultural rights. This 
elicited a positive response. Similarly, he demonstrated a 
more resolute posture with regard to economic policy.” 


Mesut Yilmaz plotted a rising curve in his performance 
as well. The ANAP leader had a weak start in his speech 
at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington. He literally stuttered and could not have 
any impact on the audience. But he opened up on the 
second and third days of the visit. At the 
Endowment he received good grades even from impor- 
tant persons who have generally been unsympathetic to 
him in the past. 
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